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Theater Criticism between Historical References and Contemporary

Reading Mechanisms - An Analytical Study of Selected Models
Dr. Anas Fadel Mohammed
University of Babylon / College of Fine Arts
anas.fadel@iku.edu.iq
Prof. Dr. Amer Hamid Mohammed
University of Babylon / College of Fine Arts
Abstract

Theater criticism constitutes a vital foundation for understanding theatrical
discourse and deconstructing its semantic and aesthetic structure. Critical
writings transcend the limits of superficial description to delve into the depths of
the human and philosophical propositions conveyed by theatrical work. Theater
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journalistic criticism in lIrag relies on numerous methodological tools ranging
from description, analysis, interpretation, judgment, and evaluation, drawing on
the critics' cognitive and cultural backgrounds. It contributes to achieving a
balance between aesthetic depth and clarity of discourse directed to a general
audience. It contains four chapters. The first chapter (the methodological
framework) includes the research problem, which was defined by the following
question: How does contemporary theatrical criticism interact with its historical
references, and to what extent are modern reading mechanisms effective in
analyzing theatrical performances within selected models? The importance of
the research was evident in shedding light on the means, tools and methods that
contributed to revealing the aesthetics of theatrical criticism, as a cognitive
achievement that benefits specialists in the field of literature and theatrical
criticism and students in the field of theatrical arts, in fine arts institutes and
colleges. The current research aims to identify theatrical criticism between
historical references and contemporary reading mechanisms, an analytical study
of selected models. The time limits extended from (2022-2023) AD, and the
spatial limits of the research were limited to the criticisms published in Iraqi
newspapers. As for the limits of the subject, they were determined by studying
theatrical criticism between historical references and contemporary reading
mechanisms, an analytical study of selected models. The second chapter (the
theoretical framework) dealt with two topics. The first topic was entitled (The
Aesthetics of Theatrical Criticism: Origins and Concept), while the second topic
was entitled (Journalistic Critical Discourse: A Reading in Historical Contexts).
The chapter concluded with previous studies and indicators resulting from the
theoretical framework. As for the third chapter (the procedural framework), the
researcher defined his research community with selected critical models
published in Iragi newspapers, for the period between 2022 and 2023 AD. The
researcher used the indicators resulting from the theoretical framework as a tool
in his analysis of the research sample. The fourth chapter contains the results
reached by the research, as well as the conclusions, recommendations, and
proposals, followed by a list of sources.
Keywords: Theater, Historical References, Contemporary Reading
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