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A reading of the book Introduction to the Literature of Wonders by
(Todorov)
Prof. Dr. Mohsen Turki Al-Zubaidi
College of Arts, Al-Qadisiyah University
Dr. Kholood Abbas Hussein
College of Engineering, Al-Qadisiyah University
Abstract:
This critical reading attempts to approach one of the important
philosophical/critical books, which is the book (Introduction to Miraculous
Literature) in which the writer (Todorov) tries to naturalize the miraculous and
stereotype it, by dismantling its secret system, and clarifying its narrative pattern,
basing his theorizing on the structural and descriptive analysis of a large number of
Western novels as well as Arab tales in the Thousand and One Nights. This matter
remained defying criticism, far from theorizing for a long time, despite its well-
established foothold in human literature in general, and Western literature in
particular. The study revealed that the book - despite its philosophical and critical
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Importance - is not devoid of ambiguity, confusion and weakness, which the
researcher attributed to two aspects: the first - the immature translation, which
weakened many joints in it, and contributed remarkably to the confusion of the
Arab reader, and led him to the wrong understanding that he built It has corrupt
buildings in the indication and conclusion. The second - the author himself, who
took a bumpy path, tainted by ambiguity and contradiction, as he tries to limit the
term fantastic and establish its critical foundations and creative techniques, as the
book generated shocking questions not only in the significance of the critical
statement, but withdrew to literary practice and the feasibility of its production.
This research does not attempt to dismantle the references The builder of
Todorov's miraculous theory and its criticism only, and it is not satisfied with
responding only to a number of critical buildings; Rather, he tries to review the
Arab criticism of paranormal literature, to criticize and correct the
misunderstanding of the theory. Because the research is presented to the Arab
reader, the researcher is keen to present the Arab novels in general and the Iraqi
novels in particular when it is necessary to clarify what is difficult to understand,
or to bring the idea closer to the Arab reader, based on each That is to the continent
terminology, and what we have learned in the Arab and Western products.
Keywords: miraculous literature, fantasy, the desired book, criticism of criticism.
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