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Abstract:

This study aims to examine the extent to which Arabic news websites adhere to
ethical standards in digital journalism, from the perspective of readers in Babylon
Governorate. The descriptive-analytical method was employed to analyze data
collected from a sample of 237 participants, including journalists, media
professionals, university professors, teachers, and media students, using two
closed-ended questionnaire instruments. The results showed that the level of public
awareness regarding digital publishing ethics was relatively high (mean = 82.26),
while perceptions of news websites' adherence to these ethical standards were
below the hypothetical mean (mean = 69.17), with statistically significant
differences (T = 6.63). This discrepancy is attributed to factors such as the speed of
publication, competition for audience engagement, and the lack of clear editorial
policies within media institutions. The findings also revealed the absence of
explicit ethical codes in most digital platforms, contributing to the spread of
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misinformation and a lack of transparency and impartiality. Based on these results,

the study recommends establishing binding codes of conduct for digital news

outlets, enhancing journalist training in fact-checking techniques, raising public

awareness about media literacy, and enacting legal frameworks to criminalize the

dissemination of false news. The research contributes to bridging the gap between

theory and practice by providing scientific indicators that can support the

development of ethical publishing practices in the Arab digital media environment.

Keywords: Digital journalism , Publishing ethics , Credibility
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