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"Contributions of Iraqi Historians in the Crlthue of the Prophet's
Biography by Orientalists (Jawad Ali as a Model)'.
Prof. Dr.Toby C. Jones
e History Department / Rutgers University /USA
T alikh.alhadrawi@uokufa.edu.iq

Abstract:

The Prophetic Biography (Seerah) is a central focus in historical and
Islamic studies due to its significant role in understanding the

-\ay .
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establishment of the first Islamic state and the impact of Islam on
civilization. Orientalists have been interested in the Seerah since the
Middle Ages, which has led to interactions between Arab scholars and
their works. In this context, the role of the Iragi historian Jawad Ali
emerged prominently. He deeply criticized the Orientalist studies of
the Prophetic Biography, correcting misconceptions and clarifying
biases. His academic experience in Germany and education in the
West enhanced his knowledge and linguistic skills, prompting him to
advocate for the importance of Arabs presenting their history in
Western languages. He contributed to the establishment of the Iraqi
Office in England to achieve this goal.

Keywords: The Prophetic Biography, Prophet Muhammad,

Jawad Ali, Source Criticism, Orientalism, Orientalists
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