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Pre-Islamic Poetry: Its Influence and Categories

jameel Ibrahim Ali

In pre-Islamic poetry, we observe a profound relationship between
poets and nature, illustrating how their surroundings influenced their
lives and expressions. Each poet reflects the phenomena of their
environment and the sources of their social life, employing a
descriptive and analytical approach in their work. The Bedouins lived
in the desert, deeply affected by the customs, traditions, and values
passed down through generations. While many of these aspects were
negative—such as vengeance and tribalism—the poets also depicted
nature in all its facets, both positive and negative.
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The poets' nomadic lifestyle required them to adapt to changing
climates, experiencing harsh heat and intense cold. This
environmental backdrop significantly influenced the psyche of pre-
Islamic poets, who often illustrated the trials and hardships they faced
through vivid imagery in their poetry. They captured sensory
experiences—sight, sound, and feeling—creating rich artistic and
emotional portrayals of their world. Through these artistic
expressions, we gain insight into how they perceived nature and its
profound impact on their lives.

Keywords: poetry, pre-Islamic, influence, doors
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