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EFFECT OF USING OF UREA AND SODIUM BICARBONATE IN CALF
STARTER DIETS AND EFFECTS ON THE PRODUCTIVITY AND
BLOOD CHARACTERISTICS OF LOCAL SHARABI CALVES UNTIL
WEANING
Qussay.Z.Shamsaldain Adnan .K.Nassar Nadir.Y.Aboo

Abstract :

Twelve sharabi local calves ,10 - 12 weeks of age ,weighting 47.67 +3.13 kg.were used.
Calves were selected from Al-rashedia experimental station,Ninavah .Calves were
divided into three equal groups(4 calves/group).The three groups were fed ad libitum on
early calf starter with iso-nitrogenous and iso-caloric rations (control ,urea and
urea+bicarbonate) for eighteen weeks ,in addition to milk feeding until weaning weigh.
Blood samples were withdrawn from jugular vein from all animals at weaning weight.
Results indicated that there is no significant effect of starter diets on average daily gain ,
total gain, final weight, count of red and white cell,hemoglobin,packed cell volume,
platelets counts,blood PH,total protein ,globulin,aloumin,cholesterol,triglyceide,urea and
glucose. It was concluded that urea and bicarbonate sodium can be used in starter diets
without any negative effect on productivity and blood characteristics of growing calves .
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