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Holy Karbala
The Writings of Foreign Travelers and Orientalists at the
End of the Tenth century AH( study and investigation)

prepared by Assistant Hilal Kazem Hamiri Al-Shibli,
General Directorate of Najaf Education

Abstract:

The city of Karbala has experienced significant historical
circumstances on both religious and political levels, which have
rendered it unstable, particularly after the martyrdom of Imam
Hussein (peace be upon him) on its soil and the construction of its
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architectural structures and holy shrines. This reality has attracted the
attention of travelers and orientalists, whose primary goal was to
explore its sights and buildings, as well as its history and heritage,
which are connected to the legacy of the Imams of Ahl al-Bayt (peace
be upon them) and their followers.
It is important to understand the works of the orientalists and the
nature of their writings about the Arab-Islamic heritage in Karbala, as
well as the positives and negatives of these works, especially since
they covered various and detailed topics related to that heritage.
Additionally, it is crucial to consider the opinions mentioned by the
travelers and orientalists and their orientations. These orientalists were
cautious and did not feel comfortable writing freely and safely, as the
predominant fear hindered them from even approaching the city's
residents. They were under the watchful eyes of the ruling authorities
and Nasser al-Muhanna and his group, who imposed levies on all
foreigners and treated them harshly and inappropriately. The
relationship between the travelers and orientalists with the authorities
and locals was strained, which made their writings limited and concise
concerning the scenes of Ahl al-Bayt (peace be upon them).
Therefore, most travelers relied on the accounts of some close
associates about those scenes. Occasionally, orientalists were forced to
extract information from available books, resulting in most writings
being brief and inaccurate to avoid danger in those places.
Furthermore, some residents near the holy shrine viewed the
foreigners as infidels in Islamic lands, intending to steal the remaining
treasures of the Hussaini shrine and other holy sites. They did not
appreciate the work of these travelers who came to the holy city and
documented its cultural, architectural, and heritage landmarks, then
conveyed those images and scenes to their countries and peoples eager
to learn about the treasures and heritage of the East.

Keywords: Holy Karbala - Orientalism - travelers - foreigners.
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