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Field Study in Dhi Qar Governorate
Dr. Mohammad Hossein Zarifian
Mhmood Mohammed Naser Alkaabi
Sumeradem4@gmail.com

Abstract

This research aims to explore the role of the media in the elections of Dhi Qar
Governorate, focusing on the impact of media on local public opinion, the level
of media commitment to neutrality and objectivity, and the challenges faced by
journalists during electoral coverage. The study relied on a questionnaire
methodology as the primary tool for data collection, with a sample of 100
participants. The results were analyzed using the theories of Agenda Setting and
Spiral of Silence. Findings revealed that traditional media—particularly
television—was the most used source by the public for obtaining electoral
information. The media coverage was deemed sufficient and comprehensive,
although there remains room for improvement in certain areas. Regarding
influence on public opinion, the media was shown to play a significant role in
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shaping voters’ decisions, both in candidate selection and in the choice to
participate in the elections. Concerning neutrality and objectivity, the results
indicated some progress in achieving balanced reporting, though traces of bias
were still observed. Finally, the study highlighted several challenges faced by
journalists in Dhi Qar, especially the lack of skilled media personnel and limited
financial resources. The study recommends enhancing media training,
promoting journalistic neutrality, and expanding press freedom to ensure more
effective and transparent electoral coverage.

Keywords: Media — Public Opinion — Local Elections — Dhi Qar Governorate
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