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Abstract:-

The historical center of the holy cities,
including the ancient city of Najaf, is rich in
historical buildings that hold significant value for
the city's civilization and heritage. Preserving
them is crucial as they embody spiritual, artistic,
aesthetic, historical, and cultural values.
Therefore, itis necessary to establish mechanisms
to implement international conventions that focus
on preserving these values, not only religiously
but also culturally, to enhance the archaeological
reality of historical buildings. The study examines
the historical buildings in the ancient city of Najaf,
specifically the Holy Haidariyya Shrine and its
associated historical buildings, conducting an
evaluative study of international preservation
standards and the Najaf Charter. The research
aims to understand the current status of these
historical buildings, assess their alignment with
internationally recognized preservation standards,
review the Najaf Charter, and its application and
effectiveness in preserving the city's cultural
heritage. Consequently, the research problem is
defined as the lack of knowledge about the role of
preservation and the available mechanisms for
preserving historical buildings in the ancient city
of Najaf. To address this issue, the research
hypothesis was selected, suggesting that
understanding the available mechanisms for
implementing international standards and the
Najaf Charter contributes to the preservation of
historical buildings in the city, thus enhancing its
cultural and historical identity. The research
comprises three sections; the first discusses the
conceptual framework of historical buildings, the
second focuses on international heritage
standards for evaluating the value of historical
buildings, while the third section concentrates on
the applied study by examining the Holy
Haidariyya Shrine and its associated historical
buildings. The research reached several
conclusions and recommendations, emphasizing
the importance of preserving the historical and
religious character of the ancient city of Najaf
through urban planning, relying on international
conventions and the Najaf Charter in legislating
and applying legal rules to protect historical
buildingsin the city, considering the historical and
cultural context.

Keywords: he old city of Najaf, the holy
courtyard of Al-Haidari, history, buildings,
monuments.
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1- UNESCO, American Fortifications and the World Heritage Convention, UNESCO
World Heritage Center, 2006.

The Islamic University College Journal naalzed) e M sl ke
No. 78: Part 1 \ e3aedl VA adad)

Do _Hiii _ ISSN 1997-6208 Print YoYE Al 21£50 Al 63
June 2024 A.D _ Dhu al-Hijjah 1445 A H 1SSN 2664 - 4355 Online AYYE ()3 — 2V££0 Azl 83




(©0) o o e A (8 AL L)

2- The Institute of Central Cadres of the Department of Cultural Affairs in
Beijing.Maintenance of the historical relics of Irag 2018"

3- Jukka Jokilehto, Christina Cameron, Michel Parent and Michael Petzet The World
Heritage ListWhat is OUV? Defining the Outstanding Universal Value An
ICOMOS study compiled by with contributions from of Cultural World Heritage
Properties ICOMOS - published by hendrik BaRler verlag - berlin 2008

4- A.lLA (American Institute of Architects): “Historical Resource
5- A.lLA (American Institute of Architects): “Historical Resource Facilities”,

6- Feilen ,Bernard M ,conservation of historic buidings ,London ,Butterworth
Architecure ,1994.

7- Tancredi caruncgio , historical and theoretical aspects of restoration ,the
specialized training course in Algiers for cultural Heritage operators, Algeria,2005
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