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Abstract

The existence of God has been the central issue around which most
theoretical philosophies, both ancient and modern, revolve. Various arguments
and evidence for the existence of God have been presented, with philosophical
schools shaping their approach to this question. The ontological argument is
one of the most essential rational proofs widely accepted in Western
philosophical thought, especially within its religious currents, aimed at
responding to doubts raised by some philosophers, atheists, and skeptics. On
the other hand, Islamic scholars have historically and contemporarily held
diverse perspectives on this argument. Some embraced it, such as in Ibn Sina's
(burhan al-siddigin) "Proof of the Truthful.,” while others criticized it, arguing

that it assumes the conclusion (Latin: petitio principii). The essence of the

ontological argument rests on the actual existence of God. This central idea has
been foundational in constructing the certainties of Christian philosophers,
bridging the necessary and the possible. Sheikh Mustafa Sabri, when he
attempted to reanalyze this argument after subjecting it to a logical critique,
elucidating classical logical flaws and methodological shortcomings. This
research aims to study Sheikh Mustafa Sabri's methodology in examining the
ontological argument, highlighting his criticisms, pointing out its shortcomings,
and identifying areas of error. It is widely acknowledged that Sheikh Mustafa
Sabri's wide-ranging knowledge of both theological and philosophical
traditions, coupled with his expertise in symbolic logic, allowed him to
comprehend and critique this argument effectively.
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