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Abstract

This research aims to identify the effect of using cognitive schema theory in
solving cognitive problems for students of the College of Education and
developing habits of mind. The study followed the experimental approach in
identifying the collection and analysis of information by adopting the Hamad
(2011) scale for habits of mind, which was specified by Costa and Kallick as a list
of sixteen (16) of the mental habits necessary for thinking. The researcher adopted
an experimental design with partial control (an experimental group and a control
group) with a post-test, represented by a problem-solving test that was applied to a
sample of (78) male and female students from the College of Education, who were
chosen randomly. The class was divided into (39) students in the experimental
group and (39) students in the control group. The researcher personally taught the
students of the two research groups during the experiment period, which lasted a
full semester. Two tools were prepared to measure the dependent variables. The
first was the cognitive problem-solving test, which consisted of two questions. The
first is an objective, multiple-choice type, consisting of (25) test items to measure
the levels of (knowledge, understanding, and application), and the second is an
essay, consisting of (25) items to measure the levels of (analysis, synthesis, and
evaluation) of Bloom’s Taxonomy. The second tool was a scale. Habits of mind,
which consisted of (90) items. The results of the study show that there is a positive
and statistically significant correlation between the total score for problem solving
and habits of mind among students of the College of Education. The relationship
was also positive and statistically significant.
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