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Abstract

Following a comprehensive study of the poetry of Abi al-Tayyib al-
Mutanabbi as cited in al-Qazwini’s Talkhis al-Miftah, and in all major
commentaries on the work, it became evident that al-Mutanabb1’s poetry
occupies only a limited space within the text. Specifically, I found only one
verse cited in the section on fasaha (eloquence), two verses in the science
of ma ‘ani (semantics), and another two in the science of bayan (figurative
expression). In contrast, the science of badi” (rhetorical embellishment)
contains the majority of the cited verses by al-Mutanabbi. However, most
of these examples appear under the category of poetic plagiarism—
whether in the form of complete appropriation of meaning, partial
borrowing, or reversal of meaning. Al-Qazwini may have included these
examples under plagiarism either due to the abundance of al-Mutanabbi’s
poetry compared to his contemporaries, or because of the accessibility and
familiarity of his verses as rhetorical illustrations. At the time, rhetorical
studies often relied on the repetitive transmission of poetic examples
among scholars, primarily for pedagogical benefit and to elaborate on the
commentary rather than innovate. Nevertheless, the verses attributed to
plagiarism from al-Mutanabbi reveal a high level of poetic craftsmanship,
rich in structure, and marked by frequent use of similes and metaphors—
an observation confirmed through rhetorical analysis of the cited lines.
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