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Objectives of the establishment of the Abbasid city of Baghdad
during the era of Abu Ja)far al-Mansur

Dr. Mohammed Abdo Al-Saroori

Sana>a University / College of Arts - Yemen

Abstract

his research discusses the Aims of the establishment of the city of Bagh-

dad. It begins by mentioning its name and the narratives surrounding its
selection as a city. Then it highlights the various objectives of its establish-
ment, including the geographical aspect, such as the availability of fresh
water and fertile lands for agriculture, as well as its accessibility to both
land and sea trade routes. The military objective is also mentioned, which
entails protecting the city with walls, gates, towers, and guards. The politi-
cal objective focuses on building Baghdad as the capital of the caliphate,
with palaces for the caliph, his family members, and high-ranking officials
of the state. The administrative objective involves establishing offices for
the financial and administrative departments of the state. The commercial
objective encompasses the construction of commercial markets. Lastly, the
social objective involves housing various social classes and groups, in-
cluding merchants, state officials, leaders, soldiers, and citizens.

The research also discusses the similarities between the city of Baghdad and
the city of Zabid in Yemen, which both share a similar circular shape, con-
struction with bricks and mud bricks, the presence of walls and four gates
leading to the cardinal directions, as well as the existence of commercial
markets and the residence of diverse groups and classes of people.

Furthermore, the research addresses conditions for the emergence of Islamic
cities, according to Islamic theorists. These conditions are similar to the
objectives of the establishment of the city of Baghdad, mentioned above.
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