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Abstract:-

Water technologies are considered
one of the most important historical paths
that have aroused the interest of
researchers,  historians, and even
engineers.We believe that topics related
to water and its technologies exert a kind
of scientific attraction and temptation
because of their importance, such as the
answer to the question of how to solve
the water problem in a time before the
emergence of industry and technology.
And also because it tells the story of an
integrated civilization that combines its
intellectual and societal aspects, in
addition to the skill of the craftsmen who
succeeded in transforming technology
from a mere idea into a plan and then into
a beneficial reality for the human group
that witnessed the emergence of these
technologies. Accordingly, through this
article, we want to direct the reader’s
attention  towards the  waterwheel
technique in the Far Maghreb during the
Middle Ages, and specifically during the
Marinid period. he founding of New Fez
required supplying the city with water to
complete its image and fulfill the
political and cultural mission assigned to
it, given that it had become the capital of
the Marinids and the seat of their
authority. Based on this perspective, the
establishment of the Great Waterwheel of
Fez has become more than just an
aesthetic issue, to become a cultural
necessity and a political choice that tells
the story of a profound blend between the
Andalusian ~ experience and  the
geographical reality of the city of Fez, so
that the water of the Fez River, or part of
it, can be diverted to meet the water
needs of the new city.

Key words: Marinids water wheel,
technology, New Fez, the Middle Ages.
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Jean Delaroziere

Delaroziere, J., Bressolette, H., « La grande noria et I'aqueduc du vieux Mechouar a
Fes-Djedid », in 4e Congres de la Fédération des Sociétés Savantes de
I’Afrique du Nord, 1938, pp. 627-640.
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Pavon Maldonado, B., Tratado d’agricultura hispano-musulmana. |. Agua, Madrid:
CSIC, 1990, p. 279-294.
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(3)- Colin, Georges S-,_L'origine des Norias de Fes, Hesperis, Tome XVI, fasc. I-Il, | et

3éme trimestres 1933 ; Denise Jacques-Meunié, Terrasse. Henri, Deverdun Gustave.,
Recherches Archeologigues a Marrakech, publications de I'institut des Hautes études
Marocaines, Tome LIV, Arts et Métiers Graphiques, Paris, 1952 ; - Colin, Georges
Séraphin,_L 'origine _des Norias de Fes, Hesperis, Tome XVI, fasc. I-Il, | et 3éme
trimestres 1933 ; Delaroziére Jean, Brissolette, Henri, « la Grande Noria et I’ Aqueduc
du Vieux Mechouar a Fés -Djedid », in Quatriéeme congres de la Fédération des
Sociétés Savantes de I’Afrique du Nord, Rabat 18-20 Avril 1936, Publié par les soins

de la Société Historique Algérienne, Alger, 1939, T. Il ; - Michaux-Bellaire, E.,

Salmon, J., « Description de la ville de Fés », in Archives Marocaines, publication de
la Mission scientifique du Maroc, Volume XI, N° |, East Leroux, éditeurs, Paris, 1907.
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(8)- Denise Jacques-Meunié, Terrasse. Henri, Deverdun Gustave., Recherches

Archeologiques a Marrakech, publications de l'institut des Hautes études Marocaines,

Tome LIV, Arts et Métiers Graphiques, Paris, 1952. p.68.
(9)-Pascon Paul, Le Haouz de Marrakech, Editions marocaines et internationales, Tanger,

1977, Tome I,p.114. Bressolette, H., Delaroziere, J., « El Mosara, jardin royal des

Mérinides », in Hespéris, 1978, pp. 51-61 , Bressolette Henri, Delaroziere Jean, « Fés-
Jdid de sa fondation en 1276 au milieu du XXe siécle », op.cit.,p p. 245-318.
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