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The role of defensive fortifications in cities of Transoxiana in thwarting
Islamic conquests during the Umayyad era from 86 - 94 AH / 705 - 712 AD.
Zainab Medani Habib Prof Dr. Iftikhar Abdul Hakeem Rajab

College of Education for Girls-Anbar University

™

Gmail 73i22w7003@uoanba.edu.iq

Keywords: Keywords: Islamic history. Defensive fortifications. Islamic Levant
Summary:

Defensive fortifications are among the most important means used in
defending and protecting cities. as cities in the hinterland are replete with fortresses.
castles. towers. walls. and fortifications. The rulers of these cities were concerned
with building military fortifications and defensive structures to defend their
properties from aggressors. These fortifications played a role in thwarting Islamic
conquests of cities in the hinterland. making it difficult to conquer them and
resorting to besieging them. which could last for several months. Moreover. the
geographical nature of the region. with cities and castles situated in mountains.
hindered the rapid progress of conquests. The immunity of cities also played a role in
harboring rebels against the ruling authority. yet this did not prevent the conquest
of these cities. either through peace agreements or by forceful invasion.

In our research. we shed light on the role of defensive fortifications in cities in the
hinterland in resisting conquests during the Umayyad period. The Umayyad caliphs
were interested in conquering many regions and spreading the Islamic religion to
areas that had not yet been reached. After the conquest of Khurasan and its
establishment as a strategic base for Muslim armies. the conquest of the hinterland

became a necessity to safeguard this base from Turkic attacks.
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