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Characteristics of Islamic architecture in the era of the Abbasid Caliphate
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Summary:

Architecture in the era of the Abbasid Caliphate witnessed a unique
development that reflects the cultural, social and political influences of that era.
Hence, this study came to explore the characteristics of architecture in this era, by
examining its distinctive elements, and tracing the development of Islamic
decorations and how they were embodied in construction, with a focus on a
distinctive model, which is Al-Mustansiriyah School.

The study relied on the collaboration between several approaches, namely (the
historical approach, and the analytical and descriptive approach), through tracking
many historical texts related to Islamic architecture in the Abbasid era, and then
examining their explanation, information, and the arts that were described and
analyzed.

The study also reached several results, the most important of which is that
architecture in the era of the Abbasid Caliphate reflected an interaction between
multiple cultural, social and political influences, which led to the formation of
unique characteristics of Islamic architecture in that era. It also showed that this

architecture was characterized by a balance between traditional architectural
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elements and artistic innovations, with consistency in the use of distinctive
decorations and designs. The model of the Mustansiriyah School represents a
unique embodiment of Abbasid architecture, as it stands out as a precise and
innovative engineering design. This model also shows how architecture was
employed to support educational and cultural purposes, which confirms the

essential role of architecture in the growth and development of societies.



