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The Problem of Death in Plato>s Dichotomy of the
Sensible and the Intelligible

Inst. Mo-ayad Jabbar Muhsan (PhD.)

Abstract

In the present study, the researcher will address Plato>s most important
insights on the topic of death, which is a dynamic focus of his philosophy; he
provides a profound explanation of the self, seeing in the body as a heavy
burden that blocks self from flying freely, realizing the truth and achieving
self-perfection. Because death in his view is not just an end, it is an opportunity
to free the self from the body constraints, enabling it to move towards truth,
so death is a transitional phase to a new reality that opens the door to the soul
to explore eternal thoughts and interact with spiritual realities.

In this context, he highlights his dedication to the value of the soul and
his firm belief in immortality, which clearly manifests itself as a hallmark
of his perception of life and death. He believes that the self existed before
its incarnation into the body and remained immortal after leaving the body
at the time of death. In this depiction, the self is identified with divine and
ephemeral matters that do not change, and are characterized by rationality.
In this context, death is an ideal condition for achieving the philosophers
goals in pursuit of real knowledge, as it represents the optimal opportunity to
achieve the goal I understanding the potential of the truth.

Keywords: Death, Man, Body, Soul, Universe
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