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Sheikh Jarrah: Ownership conflict or forced displacement
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neighborhood
Summary:

Sheikh Jarrah is a Palestinian village located one km to the north of the Old
City of Jerusalem, on the line separating the eastern and western parts of the city,
referred to as the armistice line.
It was called Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood in reference to doctor Husam al-Din bin
Sharaf Issa al-Jarrahi, personal physician of the Islamic leader Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi.
Dr. Al-Jarrahi lived in this neighborhood, after Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi liberated the
city of Jerusalem from the Crusaders, died and was buried there almost 900 years
ago.

After the 1948 Nakba and the division of the city into two parts, this
neighborhood received Palestinian families forcibly displaced from West Jerusalem,
Haifa and Jaffa. An agreement between the Jordanian government, which ruled the
city of Jerusalem from 1948 to the June War of 1976 when the Zionist forces
occupied East Jerusalem, and the United Nations Relief and Works Agency for
Palestinian Refugees (UNRWA) in 1956 AD provided for the establishment of a
civilian housing project in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood for the displaced
Palestinian.

Another agreement signed between the Jordanian Ministry of Works and
Construction and the displaced Palestinian families, leased the houses and land, for a
symbolic amount, to the families for a period of three years. The agreement

stipulated that the families had the right to register the houses after the three years
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were over. During this period, many problems occurred that hindered this
registration process, as these families were displaced in 1948 AD from western
Jerusalem, Haifa and Jaffa, and actually started living in the neighborhood in 1956
AD.
The plight of Palestinian families in Sheikh Jarrah began in 1972, when Zionist
settlement associations filed a land claim before the Zionist Occupation Court in
Jerusalem, stating that the Palestinian were transgressors. This allegation marked the
beginning of a legal battle before the Zionist courts in Jerusalem, revealing racial
objectives and settlement strategies to forcibly displace residents from their homes
using “soft methods” in the form of legal procedures, and “hard methods” in the
form of use of force, terrorizing of the population, deception and forgery.
The reality of what is happening in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood is similar to what
is happening in the city of Jerusalem in terms of settler colonialist policies and the
urban planning of the occupation municipality with the aim of eliminating the
Palestinian presence in the Holy City and breaking up the population into separate
cantons. The policies further aim to enhance the process of Judaization of the city of
Jerusalem to become the capital city of the Zionist occupation state while imposing
measures against the Palestinian population to prevent the possibility of establishing
a Palestinian capital in the city of Jerusalem. The policies further aim to achieve a
demographic change in favor of the Jews through the forced displacement of the
Palestinian population. The Zionists justify this on the basis of agreements and laws
specially designed for this purpose, in addition to, colonial policies, military power
and civil urban planning to create a modern city, hence obliterating the city's Arab
and Islamic history.

The activity of the settlement associations supported by the occupation
government, the settlers, and the courts act as major causes of the forced
displacement of the population to achieve the goals of Zionist colonialism in the city

of Jerusalem and the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood.



