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The Influence of Context on Determining the Meaning of Lexical
Ambiguity: An Analytical Study of (The Ninth of the People of the Cave) by
the Poet Walid Al-Sarraf
Lect. Dr. Hammadi khidher Abdullah
Gifted school/Nineveh
Abstract
This research examines the impact of context on determining the meaning of
lexical ambiguity in the poetry collection The Ninth of the People of the Cave
by the poet Walid Al-Sarraaf. It is based on the hypothesis that lexical ambiguity
— as a linguistic phenomenon characterized by multiple meanings — cannot be
interpreted or its meanings properly determined except through the context in
which it appears. The study adopts an analytical approach, as it identifies the
most prominent ambiguous words in the collection and analyzes their various
contexts to reveal the mechanisms of meaning determination and direction. The
research is divided into an introduction, five sections, and a conclusion.
Throughout, it concludes that context, in its various types (linguistic and non-
linguistic), plays a crucial role in guiding meaning, as it limits the possibilities
of interpretation and provides the recipient with precise interpretative tools. The
findings also show that Al-Sarraaf deliberately employs lexical ambiguity to
enrich his poetic experience, granting the text semantic flexibility and aesthetic
richness. The study recommends further applied research focused on analyzing
lexical ambiguity within the contexts of other literary texts, in order to expand
the understanding of this phenomenon and its impact on linguistic creativity.
Keywords: Context, Lexical Ambiguity, Meaning, People of the Cave,
Walid_Al-Sarraaf.
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