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Summary:

Iraqi-Syrian relations have been excellent for several decades by conflicts.
political disagreements. and trends opposing the policies of both countries.
especially the struggle between the Baath Party. with it's left and right wings. and
the issue of exclusivity in leading the party. The differences increased after both
parties were accused of attempting a coup against the other. which increased the
conflicts between them. and both parties supported the opposition. including the
Kurds in Northern Iraq and dissidents from Hafez al-Assad’s regime in Syria. which
created foreign intervention from the imperialist colonial countries. most notably
the United States of America and it's allies. and the emergence of conflict in various
areas. including the division of water and the
Issue of the borders between the two countries.

The relationship deteriorated significantly after the Iraqi Baath Party took
over the reins of government in Iraq in 1968 and the years that followed. the
personal enmity between Saddam Hussein and Hafez al-Assad. and the Syrian
regime’s siding with Iran in it's war against Iraq. Events accelerated due to the
Saddam regime’s reckless wars. including its war against Kuwait in 1990. and the

participation of Syrian forces among the allied countries against Iraq. out of fear on
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it's borders from Iraq. From the occupation also after its victory over Kuwait. but the
relationship between the two countries headed towards a simple rapprochement
after President Hafez al-Assad’s proposal in June 1996 to invite Iraq to attend the
Arab Summit Conference in Cairo. and an agreement was concluded between Iraq
and Syria on July 14. 1997 regarding the re-pumping of Iraqgi oil through the
transportation line. Which extends from the Iraqi fields of Kirkuk to the port of
Baniyas on the Syrian coast. but the opposition of the United States of America and

Israel prevented the implementation of the agreement.



