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Abstract:
This paper seeks to explore the role of time in shaping literary Asmaar (nocturnaltales)

as narrative genre. It delves into the lexical meanings of the term "Asmaar", traces its
semantic evolution and uses, and examines its transition to a conventionalized meaning
among classical scholars. Additionally, it investigates how the semantic characteristics
of it are reflected in the generic features of this narrative mode. The significance of this
study lies in the fact that critical studies give particular attention to magam (context)
due to its role in defining the features and characteristics of discourse. Given that
time is a fundamental element of magam, the paper aims to highlight the presence
of time—as the moment of narration—in Asmaar, while uncovering the manifestations
of this presence, which extends beyond magam to the very structure of the narrative,
transforming time into

a "subject" or "material" of storytelling. The paper focuses on two tales from One
Thousand and One Nights: The City of Brass and Iram of the Pillars. Through analysis, it
concludes that time, as magam, shapes the distinctive features of this genre, particularly
as a time of relaxation and a respite from the "seriousness" of the day. This gives these
types of tales a fantastical dimension, distant from realistic experience and extended
to suit the length of the night. Regarding time as a subject of storytelling, the analysis
reveals that nocturnal tales often strives to represent ancient times and depict their
glories, while remaining unable to detach itself from

the moment of writing and the time of documentation. These tales carry

philosophical, epistemological, and historical references that allow for the
identification of their time of composition.

Keywords: Magam (context), time, night, Asmaar, history of documentation, glory

of the ancients, fantastical elements
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