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Love Poetic Text between Sensory Imagery and Moral Impact: A
Rhetorical Reading of the Books of Epics
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Dept. of Arabic - College of Arts - University of Anbar
hasan.hamad@uoanbar.edu.iq

Abstract

The study aims to reveal the rhetorical mechanisms that would draw a picture of
the beloved, with a portrayal system that inspires contemplation and calls for
admiration. This does not happen unless the methods of expression are present
as they combine the two opposites in one common denominator, in addition to
the effectiveness of substitution that gives the text suggestive density. Therefore,
this study relied on the analytical approach of poetic examples in the collections
of epics. Since research into these epics is bulky and ramified, the scope of this
study is limited to three epic collections, namely (Al- Basryah epic, Al-
Shajariyah epic, and Al-Maghribyah epic) due to their high status in the literary
arena, and the scientific material they entertain on the semantic, artistic and
aesthetic levels, and their poetic peculiarity that distinguishes these poets in their
evocation of poetic pieces rich in suggestive images and symbols. The image of
the beloved is the external signpost that can be understood and its connotations
can be traced because it is formed from a special language that absorbs
psychological suffering on the one hand, and expresses conditions and states on
the other hand. Hence, the poet explodes what these descriptions carry of the
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elements and connotations that interact with each other to embody an image that
cannot be ignored in constructing poetic formation in the texts. The study was
divided into two sections; the first studied sensory imagery and its creative
effect which depended on depicting the woman’s body (the beloved) and her
external charms. As for the second section, it studied the image of the beloved
and the effectiveness of the moral and psychological presence which depends on
depicting the pangs of longing and nostalgia, and the meanings of rejection,
abandonment, insomnia and torment.
Keywords: love text, sensory imagery, moral impact, Al- Basryah epic, Al-
Maghribyah epic.
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