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 Abstract:- 
The Safavid government was in conflict 

with the Ottoman Empire from the beginning of 
its establishment over the protection of its 
western borders. With the death of Shah Abbas 
I, the Ottomans got a good opportunity to attack 
the common borders with Iran, and their most 
important goal was to conquer Baghdad. In the 
early years of Shah Safi's rule, the Safavid 
government succeeded in repelling the attacks 
of the Ottomans to some extent due to the 
preservation of the structure of the army at the 
time of Shah Abbas, but after the outbreak of 
rivalries within the court and attempts to 
remove those who had influence and power at 
the time of Shah Abbas, Iran weakened and lost 
its ability to protect Baghdad. This research was 
conducted with the aim of analyzing the 
Iranian-Ottoman border confrontations during 
the reign of Shah Safi and emphasizing the fall 
of Baghdad. The results show that a series of 
factors caused the loss of part of the western 
border, especially Baghdad, and the failure of 
the Shah to maintain the western border at the 
time of Shah Abbas I, the most important of 
which are: - Giving priority to personal interests 
over national interests among those in power, 
so that some courtiers were satisfied with defeat 
in front of the enemy in order to eliminate their 
internal opponents and competitors. - The fierce 
rivalries in the court during the reign of Shah 
Safi, which caused the formation of an alliance 
of Turks and Tajiks against the Georgian 
elements, and to some extent the king himself 
was the reason for strengthening these rivalries 
and disagreements. The recklessness of the king 
and leaders in making the right decisions on the 
war fronts. - The prolongation of military 
conflicts with the Ottoman Empire caused the 
Iranian military forces and the Safavid Shah to 
be exhausted, which has a great impact on not 
making serious efforts to keep Baghdad. The 
methodology of this research is historical-
analytical, as the information is collected in a 
library way. The main tool for the research is to 
refer to the sources of that period, which is 
ultimately based on the conclusion from the 
sources of inference, interpretation and 
analysis. 

Key words: Safavid government, Ottoman 
government, the western borders, Baghdad, 
Shah Safi, Sultan Murad IV, Tajiks, Uzbeks. 
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