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Abstract:

In recent years, child labor has emerged as a critical challenge facing societies,
particularly in developing countries, as a result of worsening economic conditions,
rising unemployment rates, and increasing poverty. This phenomenon has had severe
negative impacts on children's rights, leading to serious physical and psychological
harm, as well as depriving them of a normal childhood. In response to this challenge,
the issue of child labor has garnered significant attention from the international
community, particularly from the United Nations and the International and Arab
Labor Organizations. This attention has been embodied in various conventions and

recommendations addressing child labor and protection, incorporating advanced
international labor standards on the matter.
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This research aims to examine the criminal protection of children under Irag's
Labor Law No. (37) Of 2015, which establishes a minimum working age of 15 years
and prohibits the employment of children below this age. The study focuses on
safeguarding children's fundamental rights, such as the right to protection from
exploitation and the right to a safe and healthy work environment. Additionally, the
research highlights the link between protecting children's rights and achieving
Sustainable Development Goal 8, which promotes decent work and economic
growth, and Goal 16, which focuses on peace, justice, and strong institutions.
Keywords: Criminal protection of children, prohibition of child labor, Iraqgi
Labor Law, children’s rights, international labor conventions, sustainable development,
human rights.
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