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Summary:

This research examines the ineffectiveness of Iraq’s Anti-Smoking Law No. 19
of 2012, despite more than a decade since its enactment. The authors attribute this
shortfall to both legal and social challenges hindering the law’s enforcement.
Legally, the study identifies weak implementation mechanisms, lack of regulatory
oversight, administrative corruption, and poor coordination among responsible
authorities, which have collectively diluted the law’s intended impact. Additionally,
enforcement is inconsistent, with selective application across different locations and
institutions failing to comply with the law’s requirements socially, the research
emphasizes the role of cultural norms and traditions that view smoking as a normal
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or even prestigious social behavior. In many regions, smoking is intertwined with
hospitality, masculinity, and social bonding, making any legal restrictions socially
resisted. Social pressure, especially on youth, further normalizes smoking as a means
of inclusion or emulation of influential figures A major obstacle remains the low
level of public health awareness. Health illiteracy in rural or underprivileged areas,
coupled with insufficient public awareness campaigns and educational content,
perpetuates the prevalence of smoking. The lack of comprehensive school curricula
addressing smoking hazards has allowed the habit to become normalized across
generations .The study concludes with a set of recommendations, including: strict
and unbiased enforcement of legal penalties, widespread health education through
media and academic curricula, empowering oversight bodies, and establishing
specialized clinics to support smoking cessation
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