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Abstract
The number of secondary school dropouts in Nineveh
Governorate over the past seven years (from the academic year
2017-2018 to the last academic year, 2023-2024), as recorded by
the Statistics Division of the General Directorate of Education,
reached 53,466 students. This represents 20.56% of the average

number of enrolled students during the same period (260,006
students).

The current research targeted educational counselors in
Nineveh Governorate, with a total population of 542 counselors. A
survey was conducted to identify the reasons behind student dropout,
with 150 counselors responding to 59 items in the questionnaire. It
was found that 51 items represented significant causes of dropout.
These causes were reviewed by a panel of experts to ensure the tool's
face validity. Using the SPSS software, the following results were
obtained:

Main Research Question

What are the methods for addressing secondary school
dropout in Nineveh Governorate from the perspective of
educational counselors?
The findings identified 51 strategies to address the dropout issue.
The most effective intervention, according to counselors, was:

« Appointing academic counselors in schools to assist
students in overcoming educational obstacles and guiding
them toward academic success, with an expected
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effectiveness rate of 0.02192%.
The least effective intervention was:

o Collaborating with private companies and institutions to
provide additional resources and financial support for
schools and educational programs, with an expected
effectiveness rate of 0.01676%.

The remaining suggested interventions fell within these two
effectiveness rates, showing relatively close impact levels.

Sub-Questions and Findings
1. Gender Differences:

Statistically significant differences were observed at a
0.05 significance level in counselors' perspectives on the
effectiveness of proposed solutions based on student gender.

2. Educational Level:

No statistically significant differences were observed at
a 0.05 significance level in the expected effectiveness of
solutions based on whether the dropout occurred during
middle or high school.

3. Residential Location:

No statistically significant differences were observed at
a 0.05 significance level in the expected effectiveness of
solutions based on whether the dropout student resided in
urban or rural areas.

4. Academic Qualification of Counselors:

No statistically significant differences were observed at
a 0.05 significance level in the expected effectiveness of
solutions based on the academic qualifications of the
counselors.
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