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Abstract:

The study addressed the issue of school dropout, with a
particular focus on hidden dropout as an invisible educational
phenomenon that affects students and communities. Hidden
dropout refers to the gradual disengagement of students from
school without formally leaving it, often manifesting through
frequent absenteeism, low participation in activities, and
avoidance of interaction with the school system. Studies have
indicated that this phenomenon may be more prevalent than
official statistics suggest and is predictive of several negative
consequences, such as poor academic performance, social
maladjustment, and increased likelihood of deviant
behaviors.Hidden dropout can be defined as a psychological and
emotional disengagement of students from the school
environment. Researchers have used various terms to describe
this phenomenon, including emotional and psychological
dropout.The study examined the factors contributing to hidden
dropout, identifying key influences such as family-related
dimensions (e.g., lack of parental support), psychological factors
(e.g., low self-esteem and anxiety), and an unsupportive school
environment. Additionally, it highlighted the impact of
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economic and social pressures, weak school belonging and the
absence of activities that promote student engagement. The
study relied on several theoretical frameworks explaining
school dropout in general and hidden dropout in particular.
These included Structural Strain Theory, which interprets
hidden dropout as a result of pressures arising from the gap
between societal expectations and individual capabilities, and
Social Control Theory, which links hidden dropout to weak
social bonds between students and their families or schools. The
study revealed that hidden dropout has multiple consequences,
including reduced educational opportunities, a decline in
workforce quality, and increased risks of delinquency and crime.
Furthermore, it demonstrated that hidden dropout contributes to
the deterioration of moral and social values, negatively
impacting social and economic development. In conclusion, the
study emphasized the importance of developing educational
policies that address students’ psychological and social needs, as
well as providing supportive school environments that foster a
sense of belonging and engagement, it also stressed the
necessity of early identiffication of students at risk of hidden
dropout to implement effective preventive measures.

Keywords: school dropout, Hidden school dropout
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