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Abstract
Counselling servicesre present a set of support activities provided to
students within schools. School dropout is considered a significant risk
indicator that hinders the educational system’s progress. The current
research aimed to identify the role of positive counselling services
provided in schools in reducing dropout rates from the students’
perspective. It also examined whether the role of counselling services
varies according to gender (male, female) and specialization (scientific,
literary). The descriptive method was used in this research. The study
adopted a scale developed by (Kawash,2019) after adapting it to the Iraqi
environment. The tool’s validity and reliability were confirmed, and it
was applied to a random sample of 389 students (male and female). For
statistical data analysis, the researchers used the Statistical Package for
the Social Sciences (SPSS). The research reached the following
conclusions:

- Counselling services play a positive role in reducing school dropout
rates from the perspective of secondary school students.

- There are no statistically significant differences in the role of
counselling services in reducing school dropout rates based on gender
(male, female)

- There are statistically significant differences in the role of
counselling services in reducing school dropout rates based on
specialization (scientific, literary), with a preference for the literary
branch.

The current research led to several recommendations, including:

* Raising community awareness about the serious impacts of school
dropout.

* Organizing workshops, seminars, and conferences to highlight the
dangers of school dropout.

= Expanding the scope of counselling services to be more
comprehensive and supportive of students’ continuity in
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