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Abstract:

The research examines the concept of "computer programs,” also referred to as
"software,” which is technically known as the "logical entity,” to distinguish it from
the "physical entity" of the computer, commonly known as "hardware,” representing
the tangible components of the computer. For decades, these programs have posed
legal challenges in terms of their definition, classification, and addressing crimes or
damages arising from them.

This study explores the linguistic and technical definitions of these programs,
their jurisprudential and legislative concepts, as well as their international
perspective. It also delves into the two primary understandings of software-the

"broad” and "narrow" concepts-and concludes with the legal classification of these
programs. The study affirms that software is considered a protected work under
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copyright and intellectual property laws, granting the creator, or "programmer,” the
status of an "author" with financial and moral rightsL Since these programs are
classified as "works" rather than "patents,” the research focuses on the key Arab
copyright legislations, including the laws of Iraq, Egypt, Syria, Saudi Arabia, Oman,
Qatar, Bahrain, Morocco, Kuwait, Algeria, Lebanon, Sudan, Tunisia, and Jordan. It
also references some international legislations related to works, intellectual property
protection, and copyright. The study adopts both analytical and comparative
methodologies.
Keywords: Computer Programs, Computer Programs, Software, Hardware,
Logical Entity.
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