O

Al-Daleel

Deductive Method in Theology

Proving the non-sensible facts based on sensible facts

Sayyid Zohair al-Museilini

researcher on Islamic theology, Al-Mustafa International University, Tunisia.
E-mail: abo_zaynab202@yahoo.com

Mohsen Gharawiyan
assistant professor and faculty member at Al-Mustafa International University, Iran.
Mohammad Mehdi Gurjiyan

professor and faculty member at Bagirul-Uloom University and al-Mustafa International Universities,
Iran.

Abstract

The time period between the third and fifth century AH, of the Twelver Shiite
theology has been known as the “systematic transformation” stage, as this stage has
witnessed a qualitative change in the deductive approach in theology. Sheikh al-
Mufid and Sayyid al-Murtadha had a big role in establishing this so-called
“systematic transformation” stage with its features and foundations. In this stage,
syllogism was a general standard in most of theological studies. From the most
important reasons that led to the development in the tools of the theological
approach at that stage was the suitable ground that encouraged rational topics and
studies in the Twelver Shiite thought, thanks to a good group of Shiite theologians,
who had inherited scientific legacy in theological researches from the theologians of
the [religious] Text Era. And also because of the common belief among the
theologians of that stage that there was no legal prohibition against the benefiting
from these cognitive tools in doctrinal fields, as long as they were rational tools
acknowledged by human mind. In this article, we shed light on the role of Sheikh al-
Mufid and Sayyid al-Murtadha in developing the mechanisms of theological
reasoning. In this study, we make use if the descriptive, analytical approach.
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