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Abstract

The research is concerned with the phenomenon of vowel
prolongation in the Quranic performance of Hafiz Khalil
Ismail, who is one of the contemporary reciters. The idea of
the research is based on a critical phonetic study of the
phonetic phenomenon of the prolongation of the alif, which
is usually prolonged due to the proximity of a silent
consonant or a hamza. The study aims to reveal the extent to
which the prolongation of the alif is consistent with the
reciter at the level of a single word and at the level of two
adjacent words with a specific standard set by previous
scholars of intonation in order to reach a very accurate
perception of the correctness of the reciter’s performance in
these places of prolongations that are usually controlled
according to a specific reading tradition that no reciter can
exceed. Since prolongation is one of the broadest phonetic
phenomena that the reciters of performance are unique in,
one of its methods is represented by deliberation, and it is
not easy as it requires study and familiarity with all its
manifestations, especially with regard to the production of
prolongation, and we mean by it the time taken to pronounce
one of the letters of prolongation, and due to the diversity of
prolongations between short and long and the difference in
the Quranic performance of reciters and reciters, and their
lack of adherence to the rules of performance and the
tendency of some of them to prolong in an unusual way, and
it was not heard among the ancients, starting from Singing,
singing, and prolongation in the Iraqi Magam style, which is
what distinguished the reader Khalil Ismail, as he is
considered one of the pioneers and performers of the Iraqi
Magam, which was reflected in his performance of reciting
and intoning the Holy Quran. Here we ask, did the reader
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have a specific standard and performance control, or was he
committed to the rules and standard controls that our
scholars brought, because they are the precise standard that
preserves the integrity of the Quranic performance from
mixing with the known melodies of singing? The researcher
used computer laboratory programs to reach the control of
the Quranic performance of the reader and to present the
results of the tests within an analytical approach based on the
vocal criticism of the phenomenon.

Keywords: Prolongation, Khalil Ismail, Voice
Laboratory, Recitation.
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