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Abstract

Generally, animals have a symbolic role in the literature of different
ethnic groups, and in some ways they express the views and customs
of different cultures. Perhaps the animal in the literature of some
people is a symbol of peace and friendship and, in other people's
beliefs, a symbol of hostility . One of the animals with the greatest
contradictions is the owl. An animal that, despite its many
denunciations in some cultures, has its own position, albeit a negative
one. There,the owl is given different attributes. What the place of
dispute and discussion among the researchers of the field of literature
is that traits such as naked and neglected facts are the origins of
Persian or Arabic culture or are they interacting with each other due to
the proximity of the two cultures?
In this research, the author attempts to examine the role and position
of the owl in the Zoroastrian texts of the Pahlavi and Avestan, as well
as in Arabic poetry and beliefs before Islam. The study of the presence
of the owl symbol in Persian and Arabic stories and the differences
and similarities between them in Arabic and Persian peoples until the
fall of Baghdad will be among the other goals of this study. For this
purpose, two of the masterpieces of Persian literature (Panchatantra
and a border guard) and three works of prominent Arabic (Alsadh and
Albaghm, Kashf al-Asrar fi Altyvr sentence and Alaz-har and resale
Alsahl and Alshahj) were selected.
Key words: owl, symbol, beliefs, myths, Persian myths, Arabic myths
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Introduction

The owl has some conflicting positions in the literary texts of different
cultures, sometimes desirable and loving, and occasionally disguised.
This volume of contradiction has been the subject of many literary
scholars' questions and studies have been done in this field. This
contradictory position is the source of ideas and beliefs in prose and
literary texts of various cultures. In the definition of the owl, it has
come to be found in the original culture, a wild hare with broad
face,large eyes, large legs, curved beak, in some of its types, on both
sides of its head are two horn-like groups. He is mostly in ruins and
caves, and goes out of his nest at night, hunting down mice and small
birds.
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But Demirri has mentioned in Owl's definition of the characteristics
of the owl (Hayah al-Haywan el-Kabri): Owl at night has more power
than other birds, because it is alive. His hostility to other birds makes
him want to kill and throw their feathers. Another feature of the owl is
that at night , the nest of other birds are attacked by the owls and they
eat chicks and eggs. (Al-Dumri: 2005, p. 1, p. 524) and (Al-Qazvin:
1992, p. 27). The owl has a variety of varieties, yet they are all
reserved for loneliness, and their hostility to the crow is of intrinsic
qualities (al-Daimiri: 2005, p. 1, p. 425).

In the encyclopedia of the Islamic world, the owl came from birds
of prey. It's found around the world. The hooked beak has a fast
turning circle that comes around. The owl's neck is very short. The
eyes are immobile and forward, and ((facial features)), and surrounded
by feathers attached to them. They fly slowly and have an accurate
hearing sense. The owls consist of two families: an ordinary owl, a
typical owl family of about 120 species, and white owls, which has ten
species. (Danesh Gostar Encyclopedia, No. 6, under Oghad, p. 560)
There are also various names and codes in the Persian and Arabic
languages such as: Boom, Sadi, Hameh, Davoudi, Umm al-Sharab,
Umm al-Sabian, Amburg, Am-Ghasem, Umm al-Saeed, Abu Al-
Manehal, Abu Malik and ... in culture. Arabic, and Boehde, Owl,
Boom, Owl, Boog, Kowf, Kuchak, Khargof, Night Chicken, Chowk,
Chicken Right in Farsi Dictionary. (The Encyclopedia of the Islamic
World, vol. 4, d. Boil, p. 614)
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