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Abstract:-

Imam Muhammad al-Jawad, son of Imam
Ali al-Ridha (peace be upon them both), is the
ninth in the chain of the twelve infallible imams,
whom the Messenger of God (may God bless him
and his family) appointed as successors after him.
He was born, peace be upon him, in the month of
Ramadan of the year one hundred and ninety-five,
in Al-Madinah Al-Munawwarah.

The era of Imam Muhammad al-Jawad
covers a quarter of a century of the history of the
Abbasid state (195-220 AH), in which he lived
during the late caliphate of al-Amin (198 AH), the
caliphate of al-Ma’mun (d. 218 AH), and the
beginning of the caliphate of al-Mu’tasim (d. 227
AH). The features of this period are almost distinct
from those that preceded it due to the
unprecedented events it witnessed in the history of
the Abbasid state since its establishment in the year
(126 AH). The most important of these events
revolved around three themes :

e The Abbasid conflict: represented by
the bloody conflict over power between Al-Amin
and Al-Ma’mun over power, which ended with the
killing of the Caliph Al-Amin and the pledge of
allegiance to Al-Ma’mun as caliph in the year (198
AH) at his residence in Merw.

e The Alawite-Abbasid conflict.  The
Alawites took advantage of the preoccupation of the
Abbasid authority with its internal conflict, so they
became active by carrying out a number of revolutions
in a number of cities of the Abbasid state that caused
concern for the succession, which forced al-Ma’mun
to improve the relationship with the Shiites by
swearing allegiance to Imam Ali al-Ridha (peace be
upon him) as heir to the throne, in which al-Ma’mun
approved The right of the family of Muhammad (may
God bless him and his family) to the caliphate.

e The early Imamate of Imam
Muhammad al-Jawad (peace be upon him): In
terms of the history of Shiism, the Imamate of al-
Jawad was unprecedented in the history of Imami
Shiism, as none of the imams of his age, eight
years or seven years and four months, had
previously challenged the Imamate. It was an
experience that people were not familiar with, even
the Shiites. They were not accustomed to leading
the boy, so it sparked a wide controversy that
amounted to skepticism among some of them.

And at a time when the early Imamate of Al-
Jawad (peace be upon him) was a source of confusion
for the Shiites in all Islamic cities to the extent that
their confusion rose to the level of doubt about it, and
caused confusion among some of them; For it was an
affirmation that the position of the Imamate was made
by God Almighty, like the position of prophethood, a
divine position. It is God Almighty who chooses the
imams and appoints them as the prophets.

Key words: Imam Muhammad al-Jawad, the ninth
imam, the relationship to authority, the history of
Shiism, the first Abbasid era, al-Ma'mun al-Abbasid.
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