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Unleashing Fluency: Incorporating Contextualized Pragmemes and Culturemes in
Language Teaching

Dr.Hussain Al Sharoufi

Kuwait- Gulf University for Science and Technology

A solid and meaningful link between theory and practical use is essential for
teaching English as a foreign language effectively. Over the course of the last half-
century, linguistic theory has undergone numerous transformations, leading to the
creation of various doctrines that heavily impacted the future of English Language
Teaching (ELT). The fundamental tenets of formal language theories revolve around
decontextualization and reductionism. However, the 1960s marked the beginning of
pragmatics, and the 1990s saw the advent of cultural linguistics. The rise of these has
established a platform for an original take on linguistics, which could potentially
challenge established doctrines.

The main focus of this research is on current advancements in cultural linguistics
and pragmatics with the goal of transforming the teaching of English by breaking free
from traditional linguistic principles. Ultimately, this will benefit foreign students in their
natural acquisition and utilisation of the English language. To gauge the efficacy of the
new methodology, a class of 30 students from Gulf University for Science and
Technology in Kuwait were presented with a variety of cultural verbal patterns that
integrated situated pragmemes, drawing on Jacob Mey's pragmatic acts theory.
Following that, their assignment involved making connections between these pragmemes
and their counterparts in English, if any similarities existed. Consequently, it was the
students' responsibility to determine the most appropriate pragmemes and culturemes for
a specific situation. Mastering the sociocultural dimensions of second language
acquisition is crucial for non-native English speakers to effectively navigate different
language contexts. By including my students in dialogues that incorporate particular
pragmatic elements, a greater insight into the cultural subtleties between Arabic and
English has been revealed. A heightened awareness of the diverse cultural influences in
both languages is key for students to refrain from making direct comparisons and

successfully use both Arabic and English. Language educators must prioritize the
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understanding of cultural schemata and situated pragmemes and culturemes in shaping

conversational habits.
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The Novelist as a Poet: D.H Lawrence and the Use of Symbols in
Selected Poems of Birds, Beasts, and Flowers

Assist lect. Estabraq Yahya Mohammed
Irag- University of Babylon- College of Education for Human Sciences Education
Assist lect. Sarah Ghazi
Irag- Imam Ja'afar Al-Sadiq University- College of Arts

While D.H. Lawrence is better known for his novels than his poetry, the present
paper examines his symbolic language. It explains why symbolism became a significant
literary movement in the 20th century. The poems originate from a solitary anthology
entitled "Birds, Beasts, and Flowers," which additionally encompasses the poetry
"Figs,"” "Snake," and "Almond Blossom." Lawrence's use of biblical and other universal
symbols in these poems allows for a complete understanding of his message. The
present research analyses uncovers, and evaluates the poetic methods of these three
poems using symbols and images. The researcher chose this research because it
explores the symbolic depiction and use of highly doubtful subjects, items, and precise
details in a written text. The aim is to help readers and experts understand and
appreciate Lawrence's distinctive symbolism in poetry. It illustrates how Lawrence
employed and depicted peculiar complexities, images, and allusions through various

symbols.
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The perceptions of Iraqi EFL high school learners on oral corrective

feedback: An investigation of gender

Zahraa Alsaleh
Asst. Prof.Dr.Zekiye Muge Tavil

Turkey- Gazi university- Gazi Factuality of Education — Foreign Language
Education Department- ELT (English Language Teaching) program.

The concept of error correction proved to be one of the important issues in foreign
language learning and teaching. However, the current study aims at investigating Iraqi
high school learners’ attitudes and preferences towards OCF and explore if gender has
an impact on their perception and preferences. A questionnaire and interviews were used
to collect data for the study. 160 fifth grade high school learners (47% males and 53%
females) finished the questionnaire. Further, eight participants were interviewed.
Findings showed that most of the learners think that OCF is beneficial for their learning.
Generally, learners like to have self-correction for their errors. However, when gender
variable was examined, male students prefer to be corrected explicitly while female ones

prefer having metalinguistic hints about their spoken error.
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A Critical Discourse Analysis of War Narratives in ""The Yellow Birds"
by Kevin Powers

Asst. Prof. Nidaa Hussain Fahmi Al Khazraji (Ph.D.)

Irag- University of Kerbala- College of Education for Human Sciences

This paper adopts a Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA) to explore the ideological
dimensions embedded in Kevin Powers' novel, The Yellow Birds (2012). The analysis
delves into linguistic choices, metaphors, and narrative structures employed by the author
to convey the psychological toll of war on individuals, the broader societal implications,
and the nuanced exploration of power dynamics. Through the lens of CDA, the study
aims to uncover how language functions as a vehicle for conveying ideological
perspectives on war, trauma, and the human experience. Special attention is given to
metaphors as linguistic devices, examining their role in shaping the narrative's
ideological framework. Moreover, the paper explores the impact of the novel's first-
person narration on the reader's understanding, considering the subjective perspective
and emotional engagement it fosters. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding
of the ideological underpinnings of war literature and how the language constructs

meaning in narratives of conflict and its aftermath.
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Investigating Realization of Intended Values in English for Iraqg (Fifth

Preparatory)
Assist lect.Salman Hintaw Abdulhussien

Irag- University of Al-Ameed

Instructing values through what students study in their textbooks is of great
importance to many text books writers. English textbooks in Irag are no exception in this
regard. In this study, an attempt is made to investigate the extent to which intended values
appear in English for Iraq (fifth preparatory). Using a qualitative content analysis design,
the values are first identified and then the type is analyzed. The results show that the
book clearly shows attempts to — and has been successful — in incorporating values such
as national/patriotic values, multiculturalism, cultural values related to Irag, moral and
communication values individual development, health-related issues as well as

respecting nature.
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A Socio-pragmatic Study of Gossip in Jane Austen’s ‘Lady Susan’

Assist. Lect. Dalya Qays
Irag- University of Kerbala- College of Education for Humanities

Gossip is a communicative phenomenon which involves sharing information about
others’ lives. The present study examines gossip in an epistolary novella ‘Lady Susan’
by tackling six letters to be analysed in light of socio-pragmatics due to its interest in
human communication and the implications it has. Adopting Lakoff’s (1973) theory of
politeness (also known as Lakoff’s pragmatic competence) and Foster’s (2004) social
functions of gossip while following qualitative method, the study determines that gossip
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Is a double-edged sword that could be utilized in a positive and negative way either to
create influence or to enhance communication. Consequently, it is a powerful social
communicative tool for its effective functions which are information, influence and
friendship. Moreover, while gossiping there is a flouting and violation of rules of
conversation in which the speaker is not clear concerning the information he/she conveys
or includes unrequired information. Besides that, rules of politeness have not been
followed very much except rule (3) which is frequently employed to create a sense of
camaraderie between the speaker and the addressee that has to enhance gossiping in the
long term. Finally, it comes across that violating rules (1) and (3) of conversation in the

context of Lady Susan saves rule (3) of politeness.
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