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Ibn Abd Rabbuh Al-Andalusi (246 AH — 328 AH) and the

problem of ideological affiliation

Analytical interpretive reading

prof. Dr. Ali Kdhim Muhammad Ali Al-Maslawi
College of Education for Human Sciences/University of Karbala
Abstract

Ibn Abd Rabbuh Al-Andalusi is considered one of the encyclopedic scholars and
writers. He was surrounded by a wide culture of Arabic sciences and literature, history
and its events, religions and their groups, which is what researchers and scholars have
inferred by reading his famous encyclopedic book (The Unique Contract).
There is no doubt that celebrating this huge amount of culture and wide knowledge
enabled Ibn Abd Rabbuh to master his cognitive and written tools and excel at them,
and made us put our hands on the foundations of his culture that he digested and
issued, whether this was from the scholars of his time from whom he took knowledge,
or through his readings that he Get it.

The issue that was raised about the man is his ideological affiliation. Is he a Umayyad
of loyalty and belief, or is he a loving and loyal Shiite? The reason for this conflict is a
paradox that he lived under the Umayyads and information that he wrote and
recorded in his book Al-Aqd. So scholars, ancient and modern, disputed the matter of
his ideological affiliation and stood on three positions on that: The first: Whoever said
he was Shiite or inclined to Shiism, The second: He who denied his Shiism and went
to prove his Sunniness and fanaticism towards the Umayyads. As for the third
position, he tried to be objective and neutral, and did not make Ibn Abd Rabbuh a
Shiite, but rather made him realistic in his view of history, and conveyed the events
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as they were, and went to say that his inclination towards the Ali family was not
rooted in It is not Shiism in it, but rather it is a love for the family of the Prophet that
many Sunnis have. This position may be in common with the second position, but to
a lesser extent.

In this research, we will review these opinions and positions, present the arguments
of the parties, and respond to them with the opinion, evidence, and interpretation
we possess that is contrary to what they believed. Perhaps we may reinforce some of
these opinions and positions because of their rational and scientific acceptability.

Hence, the article was a reading of Ibn Abd Rabbo and his heritage from an angle
commensurate with the extent of his culture and knowledge, and the circumstances
that surrounded him.
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