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Abstract

The validity of assigning any obligation to a human being and demanding adherence
to certain rules hinges on their freedom of choice in their actions and their moral
responsibility for their behavior. But if they lack the choice in their actions, then obliging
them or directing their conduct in life would be meaningless. Likewise, it would not
make sense, even from a logical standpoint, to punish them for not following the rules
or reward them for doing so. This is a very clear idea, almost self-evident. Some critics
of religion have attempted to use this matter to challenge religiously obliged duties,
claiming that humans do not possess free will and that they are not free in their choices;
therefore, are unqualified to be addressed with divine commands. Thus, religious laws
are deemed ineffective and do not fulfill their claimed purpose.

This article seeks to analyze this issue, elucidate its underlying principles and outcomes,
and subsequently critique it in light of unchangeable principles of intellect that are
acknowledged by every rational mind. It will become apparent that such a claim, if valid,
would not only negate the usefulness of religious legislation but would also undermine
all manifestations of human ingenuity and progress across all spheres of life.
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