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Abstract

The two memoirs by the Sudanese writer Ishraga Mustafa Hamed are
narrative attempts at rendering the suffering of women in Sudan in particular and
in the Arab world in general. These memoirs represent an attempt at recreating
the struggle of Arab women to achieve self-realization and to assert their
identities in Arab masculine/patriarchal society that has always marginalized and
suppressed the female identity.

Firstly, this study tackles the first memoir The Woman of Rivers (2015),
outlining the oppressive image that Hamed presents of her society, detailing the
author’s suffering in her patriarchal society and elaborating on the steadfastness
of women in her society who confront various forms of marginalization and
exclusion. Hamed’s narrative represents a clear defiance of the severe inhuman
conditions she faces in order to obtain her high school diploma after five failed
attempts, but finally entering university.

This study also tackles Hamed’s second memoir, The Danube Knows Me:
The Other Face of the Biography of Rivers (2017) by examining how the author
proceeds to recreate the self and to achieve self-actualization through sacrifice.
She confronts the difficult currents and waves of life in a foreign land, Austria,
where she works as a cleaner on her way to becoming a university professor. She
achieves personal, social and human successes as an Arab woman through her

sacrifice and steadfastness. Hamed narrates her amazing journey, fighting
failure, in an attempt at reconstructing herself on all levels.
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