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The political and religious dimension of the image of the god Zeus on
the coins of the city of Seleucia on the Tigris (305 - 281 BC) the coins
of King Seleucus I as an example

Prof. Dr. Hassan Hamza Jawad-University of Karbala - College of Education for
Human Sciences

Dr. Ahmed Abdel Reda Al-Kaabi-Ministry of Education - Rusafa Education
Directorate

Researcher Kifah Abd Rasan Al-Fatlawi-Ministry of Education - Holy Karbala
Education Directorate

summary

The research highlights the coins of King Seleucus I (312-281 BC)
belonging to the city of Seleucia on the Tigris River, with the image of the
god Zeus printed on them. What are the reasons and motives that prompted
King Seleucus I to put the image of Zeus on his coins? Was his desire to
achieve political reasons? And an attempt on his part to imitate others,
especially Alexander the Great, and be affiliated with him, or are there
religious motives behind this, along with revealing the most important types
that bear the image of the god Zeus, and what are the occasions and times

of minting them?

Keywords: Seleucia on the Tigris, Seleucus I, Zeus, coins, Mesopotamia,
the Hellenistic era.
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Apligl) 4l g A 5084l o) 530

ol Al AeDU dglia & Gus) AN lelea Al AV claall ).
dala 38 IV sl (58 O (Saall e (Fsape ANy (el AN (aseaddly
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raal) halgh

s A e JY) el Gl ol e Aabiaalls said) o) Sisall cladle e gD !
: bl (23305-280) oind) oo Jysns Ealidl (e ddiadll
(E. T., Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints from Seleucus | to
Antiochus Il (New York: The American Numismatic Society, 1938) PP. 276-280).
(3 281 = 311) IV sl Ll i Aas A sk Ade (o 3003 IS i calgm Bhan on
365 — 3642 = 22021 2l (38 saall calil) s
G QA i b i 13 cgpmaall Ll b Al Lad o sy ibans Al z ol ©)
clagy b lladl Bl 3 il ¢Cplaudis Aol jeany Ly Liisthoy (st ) o(p150)sDheal

S Bpdiay (Lsl) Db Caay) pagdl) adlye (i€
(C.B. Avery, the New Century Classical Handbook (London: Georg G. Harrap and Co.
Ltd., 1962) P. 829).

F YL I s L) bl gy oy

A odglu gls Ygf G dglal) S Gagadl) Ay oy (BSla Y oS dslu ol adtia )
«(Milesians) ¢utiall Jal ¢ (Branchidae) glasddly A @Al 8 g3ig ) slasf QUi alef o4
raaly Uy Lagle Lsa ol Ladie (Ll Guld DL B ULs) ) (Xerxes) Gy gagdial 4lki o)
(e QAL (aally ¢Sl prang ¢Jay AN Smag Qi gm0 ¢l Caihagianall g

Pausanias Description of Greece, Tr. W. H. S. Jones and H. A. Omerod (London:
L.C.L., 1918) Vol. I, Bk. I, Ch. XVI, Sc. IIL.

(°) K. G. Erickson, The Early Seleucids, Their Gods and Their Coins (Thesis of Ph.D.
unpublished (University of Exeter: Classics and Ancient History, 2009) P. 80.
(°) Newell, The Coinage, PP. 276-280.

(7) Erickson, The Early Seleucids, P. 61.
alall Ay Ce (a3 300 A (a3 281 ~311) IV Laislos Gl Lgaand 1Ly 2ol ©
o5 Al A8 L) dacalall (o corll ) @ capaill Ao B palall Lt o Lol (L
s N OUSY) Ge adsld) a8 300 cailall o)) 2da) LA suall Gl sl B8 (Gae (g0 B
-(324-322 (o s (41993 cdladll o :(3e) a3 64333
sl ) onding o aie Wl gy AY) Y Bl w38 L Bgla Guiy o) JSY) Gl Al
Adsle adse ) Ol dasg gy Sl udll el o Gloall (IS5 cAinne 4 Guuy ) aliall
Ol apis e dlll (ays W) anbe aladl aes Al 4 35 o) g ) adsall g Ly
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Rowalal) ol 0lSe U1 3 cil Ba el B S8 255 comnt) ) 5 oo ) 4D
Lngd Jl ropalal) st ol 05 dapil) A8UAN ¢ 35y Judla 1 lail) L oaalad) e AU Ayl
48-47 sa U= (p1967 ¢ yas
(") Erickson, The Early Seleucids P. 61.
(') Newell, The Coinage, PP. 10, 12-17, 23-38,276-280.
21602 (21992 Al ey siiall Hl zalaig) apadll sl Sall g Lall s (1)
(52006 ¢(gpaall dxidae 1Ay0CuY) diwilllly Aplisd) CDlaall ugalh als S5 <y P

43 a
3z (2005 ppadll JaiV) 4i€a mpalall) * oSl AV " Age ) el ogshad Janad) ae
97-95= 4=

100-98 2 (e 3z cauis juadll 15

217 197 a a e uall Sall ¢ Lall 10

101 = 10002 = 3z «shls) ¢gshas !

o= clz (p1985 el dpall Jls 133 Ghall Hlias Ao guse Gana iy cliball ey (g5 1

.163- 161 <159- 158 (=

220a ol Sl gl P

100- 982 (¢ bkl ¢(gohyais *

(21) Eva Anagnostou-Laoutides, Zeus and Apollo in the Religious Program of the

Seleucids (The 33rd Annual Conference of the Australasian Society for Classical
Studies. — Australasian Society for Classical Studies. 2012) PP. 15-16.

i esilss (o) Gile iy Aadlyl) (Agyrium) aspe) b 3l ¢ iss #pa 1 liaall Gaysas 2

Sl (e Lale 30 aaas by L) 5B ) jila (a1 =53 30) pubaes) L sdlSlg (a- (3 44 —49)

o ealall 45 (S Loy 85l s ) e Loail Cpilall Jlaely IS e U, Al

(Avery, Classical Handbook, .4ile) (Jia daaill i) e allall ol 48 Jylie iS40

P.394)

23 Diodorus of Sicily, The Library of History, Tr. C. H. Oldfather (Londan: The Loeb
Classical Library, 1989) Vol. I, Bk. II, Ch. 8-9.

257 243 a a ol Sall (g Ll ;) 2
Jady tgiall 3 (58 suas Jladll 3 (smem) (Oxus) usnSsl g3 On a8 :LysL 2
25 8 ) S 80 L (b sl b€ ll) Jlail) 8 Bl gas Wiyl Glia] sellaiadl)
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caoally edivaled) A3l co5la) Whaale Al dylas led isaiall HSUY) Gald ol ga
gaasis Ailay o L) &5 ¢ ooy ) Lealin 3855 Lea)) dusuads Cupgiidl candi JuSWY) b o el
LS eyl o3 JiIY) Cpglul) dge 8L Siilelly el Gapeanl) Jlsha (o)) s
e Gond ) sl Gl () J9) uspabail JBslal) agall o) e (S Agliay il
Geisisn & e 3ian 38 JladV) e of Al o sl Sl e Al Al 381

(S. Hornblower and A. Spawforth, the Oxford classical .».(3 230 s~ (Diodotus)
dictionary 3" Ed. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1999) p. 231)

(26) C. Howgego, Ancient History from Coins (London: Routledge, 2001) P. 51.
eny s 23359 A b (el uaie) o, (3382 A b aly cLigie gl el ez B Cald P
coaany ¥ A aall ad LS Ailisdl slaall S el (K35 ARl s i cppdies 230
Ll 3 JUEl 5 alas (Thebes) Lk diae b 4ield) o Wl oy ¢ ) dayal) (e LySie 1396 (<8
Bhen Guea 1l ajall BlE) #Os o sana chlSal Cilialy aada Lo skl V) gy 3yl
palaky daals) 3ysdite e fiale Al (2 364— 312) L2yl Ay Lealds 48 slal) Algal) ¢ 0 calsa
87 2 = (p2008 gyl and —ala¥) A4S
& S il Ji L pae 3 digh al L (V) LSS agan e Rl 8 A ek
Apane Dlae el ¢uiadV) Gl A&alls Laild ol gl daale ClS L lguuse o "dia" ol jalluY)
U by Gualal) 0l P ) 8 Ll g 1535 Babls Asling phalid e (ggiad alal) leasls
AL oS i ) 13gr Aitae Clee Craaly Gusit e o RSUal ) e a3 Sl
sl i aadig i W GaY apadl)l 4l ols €05 1645 175 ole o b)) Gusasalal 8L
.(Hornblower and Spawforth, The Oxford classical dictionary, P. 1476)
(29) Nicholas L. Wright, Seleucid royal cult, indigenous religious traditions, and radiate
crowns: the numismatic evidence, Mediterranean Archaeology, Vol. 18 (2005) PP.

68-69.

Dfiale Al g glul) Gl adadl) e el Al Al Cile sasall a8l Gael e dess agla Y
1202 (21994 ¢Lal) coluhyall 408 3650 )V) Zaalall) 3)5d00
o Dl gaal B avie oY A G eVl Gl el B LS e 2 gl OV

8 aisis Ssall HuSaY) Gise ) Ao 23323 Jib jaine (B e cgprall Lul 3 il
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A0 a8l (e alal) eyl gl Lyyses « slall il die) g piall bl sl (e alae ) andl) 4y shal el
(86202 (22004 <oy al¥l dadas £ (35ed) " abidl jeaal) Bl s

DU ) ase iy (Quldd) Aale 4 Gy Jaag caraad) ga LaaS GlS) 4l il aysa500 Aday
Gl o b g Ui @IS a0y sl (e 3l 4] iy elglal alivdy aes JU daa (ga (i)l
igyshaliaey sV 815l ()5S al] dpanail (¢ A g Lily aflila Bae Lisays ¢ syl Bslans (g Jils S
b DL A

The historical library, Tr. Russel M. Geer (London: L.C.L., 1954) Vol. X, Bk. XIX,

CH. XIC.

29 a ddnall Cile g sall saaly 32

Oosha)) A ) ¢ satall HuSUY) ally GG Cald Gllall epd e o) el (uls
(Jinll Jiza J Lol Sy 05 ol 43l Gy <Lt (e Uil e 5 il <ulS 4als (Arrhidaeus)
Bl ) e ot (B oy iy bS] il 5l ey Asaial (gyshlual) (e el
3632 (A bl Agall calsa 1 plail apyall LA Gladl) (a3 323 A Wb 4 s A
(**) Newell, The Coinage, PP. 10, 17-18.
(Pella) DLy diaa Ay Al e e jlaiall 48lilay ¢ sl Hu€uy) Jalum aaf 1 st (9
o i (Wi g all b e shal o Sl macal ¢ aa bialerad Zide (5 6o (3360 A dui skl
.(Avery, Classical Handbook, P.662) .a. (3281 4 (gpang)sS dSyea A I gl Ll oy
e cloaf 4l Luads Taila g ¢ sl 5o e Wna s sl 508l LS (g0 15V gl B7)
330 A Jia Copind S AddUail) 3y e Gunls can (3323 il e day Al jea A
g pad) Jaty) A0 ipalEll) 21 Addladl pac B jae )l ¢ oaal aaalyl 1k aall)
(4402 1a (21960

cole 36 45 ) adi) cdylaad) LK A8l 1) ity cAaSUal) 1l sy oLl aa ol alyilis O9)
el & sl Hauy) ol e Sas coam o jelill 3 alid aey Ay pall Al Ghlal L) e

(98 = Al Agall alsa) Lig b saalss
(39) Newell, The Coinage, PP. 20-21 ,276 —-277.

(*") Ibid, P. 22.
300a cdiall Cile g gall aaly 4

(**) Erickson, The Early Seleucids, PP. 62.
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pame 41l i) Jlai o o o e oDl J8 Gadlall Gl las IS e sl zoulag B
2oy iy Cantl) il (8 st (e e e L e Sl caddn e Capdally 0l clisaia
i) ez lally (o desiaally anal) 5 lajedly liad e aal G laaly (us) AN JBias
L on Al Aajall Jabs 43l 8 pmgy <Lyl dme Jlai 4 JWS) gl (g s 20 43 Jaall
pala) e ) Gl Gl o gsllll aalsll se pali).a 475 dss dgiailadll due A Gals a3 456
(192 L= (22001 ¢ el aalasll 3555
(44) Ladislav Stanco, Greek Gods in the East Hellenistic Iconographic Schemes in
Central Asia, (Praha: Karolinum, 2012) P. 201.
(*’) Newell, The Coinage, PP. 20-21.
(Ol i) o+ Ay ymally cAagaill Apypms b Amg ) Afsbad) (2l (i (s Ll 8 ol %
o e oty A1 5l 0l sl el (Al 285l (hgmas (el (LS3Y (ALSURI ¢lyp 3.8 L)
B O Al e Aelaly (ind ) el e ST ey Y 4l Q) (shas llall iy cyana
Adslus A8 3 L) calY) Aty 43 e jpem adsddl il of V) cllld) e 1380 (%) A oLy
o i) sy sh Ll dgmall A o g Alas Adsbe Lgias VAN 638 muen s o(Lo
Ly U Ay Lala o asgll cWEN)y (Ju s (Adad) a3 #5050 Jie ¢ Jaall YL allai)
DL ey s slaly cman Wbl sb (aal) Gupnli e gl 3l My ¢ ol Y g L
astall Alae (LN — CilaY1) el Gasnds 3 A8kl ALl calgn Shen s 1 kil 3l LA 5L
(274 o o1 ey 27 alaall cdladl) alall 4 ) 48/ luy)
(*') Erickson, The Early Seleucids, PP. 57-58, 61.
(**) Ibid, PP. 59-60.
Agde (3yd Jlad Jlaal dised ddlise e 2.3306-307 ale 3 Waly Gusiisaiil daale gl (49)
e Gy sl ey ASU Bymy JLadll (o o2nd Cifie JSE e (uana (e Lenpe (AU
Jenss bt g Lt (el e (A cuays Bl Ge zodn Al WisS)l es conll Gay (palall
(460a Al 481 ¢ 35l cledd (e pealall sgd 4ty e Sliad caie ¢ Lol
(*) Erickson, The Early Seleucids, P. 62.
Sl Cuatie 8 dan) pd Aol pas b ApuSl) A 8 aly o s Syse ol ()
Ll e ) dufl & 0l Jlae (B dasy clag) Ainde ) 4la Bl (3 ad ¢ a s Dal
Aaila g ) A shalael) dlsal Comy (LIS 24 e )5S chnliadl 42U age e Al ¢ shalual) e il
Gesall e 232 Jleet ailse 8 pany LIS 1T Lgie & ¢ (o117 —98) olals e s Wbl o
.(Avery, Classical Handbook, P.131) .ssius (il
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(**) Erickson, The Early Seleucids, P. 62.
T3 e sl ALl calsa 158 G edyyse eslall kil s A e il e ¢ DU
(**) Newell, The Coinage, P. 38.
(**) Erickson, The Early Seleucids, P. 62.
(*°) Ibid, P. 63.
3312764 Ll Giall dlsa Bhen aen 1k lalell peanl 3 cuall AL e g3 Y
7302 (2018 Al Juply sl talary) ailial (e dac g syalic & Al

: gadLal)

(1) fs Jsa

(CHs0 5255 Cags) Eagad) Alas ddglus ddsda (1 Lad)palis
il e 5 4 Jaas 0 alay aiag el s Tgatie L8N JBa AN () 2gpnad
( adll i (glall sy AN aer le SEAEYKOY alSs ¢ saysV1 3 BASIAEQS 4alS casi€ ¢ jluad)
daall (J o plalgea o sjlas 5Sip5 cagraall disa o ot Jans c pglal) adfine g (Sog bl sas ullall
PP S Ae Canag el
Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints, Plate: I, 5. 1 daal)
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(Y) o Jsid
(a3 9RSs (ugs) agad) A Adgla dinda (o Lad)jalis
i) e 81 4 a2 dlas Jarag el gai lgate LAl Jis AN ) tepad
(et in @lall ugty AN Car olo SEAEYKOY AalSy ¢ sa,0uSY) 3 BAZIAEQS AalS i€ ¢ jual

S Joas Al (Sl Al Basaaall diiar (o (ugn) Al s ¢ yedall piipe pe ey bl gas Gualladly
K Gipad) canng PP )0l Adle jul) Jial) o (i« a3l (e

Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints, Plate: IV, 1. : yadll

() & e
(Jslly uge)) Ladhya s

il e Bylay Jalaa pugay al) )t cpaddl
- (A) alSisall Adle anan  fighie Jab 1 Ll
Erickson, The Early Seleucids, P. 256. : hadll
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(%) o Jsan
(S5l dye o Uidly Gusad) Alas Adglas (a Ladalis

Oe 8313 4 Jasatg cdligh ad CBlad xa el ga lgatay LIl JISe Gagey AN b 1)
Jata

els ¢ 535SV 3 (ZEAEYKOY) (sl <55 « bl e (BAZIAEQS) AalS caa @ Ll
el 3 =yl s zolis 13s0an Sluall 8 1850 Jaads cAdgilall B30T Auvire as Ll dgNY)
Ul Gl Bluye eI 3 (85 Cpad) sai Agaliay (asfs Als Aasf Uy e 5 Cilliy cdaiiyall
(A1) Adle sluyall caasg (B) Aadle

Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints, Plate: VI, 1. 1 yuaall

(°) g el
(p-@ Y Y=Y Y) ddas ddglu dide (o (Double) dislias dujig »
il (pa 85 Balaay Cie 3 A0S B33 ey el gai lgata Lutl AN (2 e
(B), e 4a35(PF) Lisal Adle 4358 (figiie (el g i 2l
Newell, The Coinage of the Eastern Seleucid Mints, Plate: IV, 3-4-5. ! ydaadl
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