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Abstract:
This research deals with an extremely dangerous topic that besets children who
represent a large part of human society, putting them through the ordeal of
violations affecting their rights and falling into the cycle of exploitation more

quickly than others due to their circumstances, innocence, spontaneity, and young
age, Perhaps the most dangerous of these is the spread of the phenomenon of their
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recruitment and use in combat operations from By states and armed groups during
armed conflicts, which is considered one of the ugliest forms of exploitation and
violation of their basic rights and freedoms, and the resulting massive damage in
its various aspects to these children, such that it is classified as a war crime in
accordance with the provisions of the Statute of the International Criminal Court
and falls within the substantive jurisdiction of the court, which entails international
criminal responsibility for its perpetrators and they are subject to follow-up and
judicial prosecution regardless of their official status or the immunity they enjoy,
and punishment is imposed on them by filing a case before the International
Criminal Court by referring the case to it by the State Party or by the Security
Council or by filing the public prosecutor of the court based on the availability of
evidence proving the commission of the crime of child recruitment.

The subject of this research is of great importance which is to show the
seriousness of the phenomenon of child recruitment as it is one of the emerging
Issues in our time, and which constitutes a clear violation of all legal and moral
rules that urge respect for the rights of the group of children most at risk and
exploitation during armed conflicts, this is by prohibiting their recruitment and
protecting them from this dangerous criminal act committed against them by the
conflicting parties which the Statute of the International Criminal Court recognized
as a criminal offense and regulating its fight and combat within its provisions.

The main problem of the research lies in the widespread phenomenon of child
recruitment and their participation in military operations during international or
non-international armed conflicts in an increasing and striking manner in many
parts of the world, children are exploited by parties to armed conflict and recruited
as a common approach, whether by enticement or intimidation with the aim of
involving them in hostilities directly or indirectly given the fragility of this
vulnerable group their mental and physical immaturity, and their lack of
discrimination,as this completely contradicts all international norms and
agreements regulating war and human rights in general and children’s rights in
particular, not to mention that international criminal law- which is the subject of
our research in this law- has worked to establish a legal framework to criminalize
the phenomenon of child recruitment and protect them from it, this was actually
approved and enshrined within the framework of the Rome Statute of the
International Criminal Court of 1998. Accordingly we found that the aim of this
research is to identify the concept of child recruitment, and explain the
international legal basis for criminalizing child recruitment in accordance with the
Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, and point out the forms or
methods of child recruitment during hostilities, and identify the most prominent
factors and reasons leading to child recruitment and its spread increasingly and
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significantly in times of armed conflict, then shedding light on the impact of
committing child recruitment on the perpetrator, in addition to covering some
Issues and topics related to the subject of the research.

Key words: Recruitment of children - Armed conflicts - Human rights violations -
International criminalization - International Criminal Court - Individual
international criminal responsibility.
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