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Federal formula in Iraq Between the texts of the

Constitution and philosophical data (Analytical study)

Dr . Hamid Nayef Abboud

Assistant Professor i
X A ad
Abstract:
The issue of federalism raises several challenges in both its structure
and practical application. A federal union often leads to disputes and

varying interpretive efforts, not only regarding the federal model itself
but also concerning the consequences of organizing federalism in one
.form or another

In Iraq, federalism emerged alongside the first constitution established
by popular will—the 2005 Constitution—despite its earlier foundation
in the Law of Administration for the State of Irag for the Transitional
Period in 2004. The philosophical shift of the Iragi state from a
centralized unitary system to a federal system based on the
distribution of constitutional powers between the central government,
regions, and governorates was accompanied by certain constitutional
challenges. These included contradictions in the constitutional
provisions regulating the nature of federalism, particularly regarding
.the distribution of constitutional competencies

The strongest factor driving the adoption of federalism in Irag was
arguably the nature of previous constitutions and the political system

before the 2005 Constitution. Irag had suffered under provisional
constitutions that prioritized the ruler's authority and failed to uphold
the principle of separation of powers.

Keywords: federalism, constitution, philosophical foundations,

federal system
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