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Abstract

This research explores the phenomenon of artifice in Mamluk poetry.
Through our study of the poetry from this era, we identified a
noticeable artificiality and affectation in their poetic output, which
makes it appear unfamiliar and distinct compared to earlier classical
poetry with its two-line structure that relied on profound imagery and
expansive imagination.

The artifice is evident in several aspects, such as reversal and
inversion, "mukhalla‘at" (a type of poem), non-altering reversible
poetry, where praise in one direction becomes satire in another, with
horizontal lines conveying praise and vertical ones expressing satire. It
also includes reciprocal and sequential poems. Artifice is particularly
prominent in geometric poetry, which adopts shapes such as circles,
triangles, and squares, as well as in neglected and dotted letter poems,
where some letters are omitted or others emphasized. Other forms
include interwoven poetry and poetic embroidery.

The research concludes with findings, recommendations, footnotes,
sources, and references.

Keywords: artifice, form, poetry, Mamluk
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