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Secularism and the Crisis of Arab Mind, Fouad
Zakariyya as a Sample

— O

- University of Kufa Studies .Faculty of Arts.Dept. of
Philosophy
Emil_ intisar.alzuhairi@uokufa.edu.iq:

Abstract :

This research aims to study secularism as one of the most significant
and controversial concepts in contemporary Arab thought. Secularism
is closely tied to a philosophical dimension that denies the unseen in
all its theological and metaphysical forms. This association has led to
its occasional acceptance and frequent outright rejection. The
fundamentalist Islamic movement has taken a rigid stance against
secularism, driven by a rejection of Western thought and its concepts,
while adhering to the principles and foundations of religion under the
pretext of preserving Arab identity and ancestral heritage.

Under the influence of extremist fundamentalist rhetoric, secularism
has been equated with disbelief, atheism, and cultural alienation.
Amid the internal strife, sectarianism, and stagnation that Arabs and

Asst. Prof.Dr. INTISAR SALMAN SAAD AL.SAEED i
f
Muslims have faced—alongside successive defeats compared to the 4
material and scientific prosperity of Western civilization—a pressing
question arises: Should we reject secularism simply because it is a

Western product, or should we remain confined to the past and
ancestral heritage?

To address such questions, it is essential to examine Fouad Zakaria’s
perspectives and critiques of Islamic discourse to seek comprehensive
answers that might resolve, even partially, the crises resulting from the
interplay of religion and politics in the Arab world. 5,
Keywords: Secularism, Democracy, Religion, Heritage, Politics, T

State, Arab Mind.
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