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Topal Osman Pasha and his administrative and military role
in the Ottoman Empire 1664-1733 AD

Or. Najmaddin A. Sadiq Laylani
Cirkuk University / College of Education for Human Sciences

\bstract:

Topal Osman Pasha was one of the most prominent Ottoman
commanders whose reputation rose in the first half of the 18th century.
He held high-ranking positions, demonstrating effective administration,
competence, and ability in carrying out his assigned duties. Notably, he
played a significant role in strengthening Ottoman authority in the
Balkans, which led to his rise as a distinguished statesman. He gained the
trust of Sultan Mahmud I, who appointed him as Grand Vizier (1731-
1732). Although he was later dismissed from this position, he was
appointed as governor of the provinces of Trabzon, then Erzurum, and
Thilisi. At the end of 1732, when Nader Shah besieged the province of
Baghdad, Topal Osman Pasha was appointed as the supreme commander
to lift the Persian siege on Baghdad and was granted the title of Serasker
of the Eastern Regions.

Topal Pasha successfully saved Baghdad and defeated Nader
Shah’s forces. However, Nader Shah managed to regroup his troops in
the city of Hamadan and advanced to confront Topal Pasha, who was
stationed in the fortress of Kirkuk. Although Topal Pasha could have
avoided the confrontation, especially after having discharged most of his
hired soldiers, his bravery as a field commander led him to choose
steadfastness over retreat. In the plains of Lailan in 1733, the two armies
engaged in an uneven battle. Despite his deteriorating health, Topal Pasha
left his litter, mounted his horse, and entered the battlefield, fighting
valiantly until he fell martyr on the field. Thus, the Ottoman Empire lost a
noble and loyal commander who did not hesitate to defend it.

Keywords: Topal Osman Pasha, Sultan Mahmud |, Ottoman Military
Leadership, Baghdad Siege 1733, Ottoman—Safavid Wars, Nader Shah,
Lailan, Kirkuk, Ahmed Pasha, Grand Vizier.
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