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Financial Management in the Abbasid Era During the
Caliphate of Harun al-Rashid: Calculators, Taxation,
Division of Resources) 170 — 193 AH / 786 — 809 AD)

Asst. Lect. Noman Jassim Mohammed

Ismail

University of Samarra / The University Presidency
Abstract:

The research deals with financial management in the Abbasid era
during the Caliphate of Harun al-Rashid (170- 193 AH/786- 809 AD),
focusing on the mechanisms of collection and distribution of resources.
This period witnessed economic prosperity and political stability, as the
state relied on multiple sources of revenue, most notably the land tax,
tribute, and tithes, in addition to spoils and gifts. Financial offices such as
the Land Tax Office and the Expenditure Office played a pivotal role in
controlling collection and supervising the distribution of resources.

- 481 -



Al Malweah
for Archaeological
and Historical Studies

Y Vol 12, Issue 40, May 2025
g) P-ISSN: 2413-1326
y E-ISSN: 2708-602X

hA
4“«.@ ey

Harun al-Rashid also paid attention to public projects, such as
building bridges, developing infrastructure, and supporting scientific
institutions, which enhanced Baghdad's status as a cultural center. Despite
financial reforms, the state faced challenges such as economic disparity
between regions and high military expenditures. The research highlights
the success of Abbasid financial management in achieving economic
sustainability, comparing it to later periods.

Keywords: Financial management, Taxation and Collection, Harun al-
Rashid, Abbasid offices.
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