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Abstract:

The interpretive problem is an old concept that dates back to the era of the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him) and the companions (may Allah be pleased with
them). When a verse in the Book of Allah posed a challenge( they would refer to the
Prophet (peace be upon him) and to Ibn Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) for
understanding its meaning.

The narrative problem concerning the life of Prophet Noah (peace be upon him)
is highlighted in some reports that suggest he lived for 1,250 years¢ spending a thou-
sand years—minus fifty—calling his people to faith¢ as mentioned in the Holy Quran.
Those who deny the longevity of lives¢ based on philosophical views¢ contend that
such a lifespan is not valid.

The primary mission of the prophets (peace be upon them) is to invite people to
worship Allah alone without associating partners with Him¢ and to pray for their com-
munities to be guided( steadfast¢ and directed toward the right path. Despite Prophet
Noah’s (peace be upon him) efforts in calling and praying for his people’s goodness
and faith¢ many non-opponents were guided through him. However¢ in the story of
Prophet Noah (peace be upon him) a significant shift occurs where he transitions
from praying for his people to praying against them for their destruction¢ raising com-

plex issues regarding the narrative’s meaning.

Keywords: (narrative problem¢ storyc Noah¢ people¢ prayer).
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