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The General Union of Writers and Authors in Nineveh
Governorate 1979-2020 AD: A Historical Study of its
Cultural and Literary Career

T. Legaa Fathi Abdullah
University of Mosul / College of Education for Human Sciences
Abstract:

The General Union of Iragi Writers represents one of the most
important manifestations of cultural life in Iraq in general, and in Nineveh
Provence in particular, and it has been characterized by its diligent
cultural activities since its foundation in 1979 AD, despite its lack of
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financial funding and a building dedicated to it, it began to establish his
cultural and literary program, represented by evenings and morning
poetic, narrative and prose sessions, issuing literary magazines and books
with self-efforts, and celebrating the pioneers of literature and culture by
printing their books, honoring them, holding festivals and hosting a
number of Arab poets. Then, despite his literary being, he embraced
various disciplines, so he held lectures on history, plastic art, psychology,
medicine, biology, information technology, and everything related to the
history and heritage of Nineveh and its cultural identity with the various
religions and sects that it included, which helped to expand its fan base,
which followed his activities with foundation of some literary clubs such
as Poetic, Narrative, and Prose Club..

Keywords: union, writers, writers, Nineveh.
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First: Published and Unpublished Documents
Unpublished Documents

1. The General Union of Writers and Authors in Baghdad. ((n.d.)). The Bylaws of
the General Union of Writers and Authors in Irag. (n.d.): A copy preserved at the
headquarters of the General Union of Writers and Authors in Iraq.

2. The Iragi National Archives (1/1/1959-29/6/1959). Cabinet Resolutions, Series
(4). Documentary Library, House of Books and Documents.

3. The General Union of Writers and Authors. (1984). Minutes of the First Founding
Conference of the Nineveh Branch of the General Union of Writers and Authors
dated November 3, 1984. Document in the possession of Dr. Najman Yassin.

4. Al-Kamali, Shafig. (n.d.). An internal memorandum in Shafiq Al-Kamali's
handwriting. Preserved by the poet Abdul-Wahhab Ismail: unpublished.

5. Nineveh Governorate, Professional Office. (1979). Book numbered (380) and
dated March 31, 1979. Private papers in the possession of the poet Abdul Wahab
Ismail.

6. Nineveh Governorate, Ministry of Local Government (1984). Book numbered
(14370) and dated November 24, 1984. Private papers in the possession of the
poet Abdul Wahab Ismail.

Published Documents
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1. Iragi Writers Union (1970). Internal Regulations of the Iragi Writers Union.
Baghdad: Dar Al-Sa'a Press.

2. Iraqi Writers Union (1959). Al-Rusafi Festival 1959. Baghdad: Al-Ma‘arif Press.

3. General Union of Writers and Authors, Nineveh Branch (2001). Scene of the
Third Abu Tammam Festival. Nineveh: Mosul Press.

4. Revolutionary Era Legislation for the Three Months (1960). Permanent Collection
of Unified Iraqgi Laws. Baghdad: Al-Ahlia Library and Al-Maaref Library.

Second: Books
1. Bazun, Ahmad (n.d.). The Arabic Prose Poem (n.d.): Dar Al-Fikr Al-Jadeed.

2. Gibran, Suleiman (2003). The Complex of Opposites: A Study of Al-Jawahiri's
Biography and Poetry (Vol. 1). Beirut: Arab Institution for Studies and
Publishing.

3. Al-Jubouri, Abdul-Jabbar Hassan (1977). Political Parties and Associations in
Irag 1908-1958. Baghdad: Dar Al-Hurriyah.

4. Al-Jawahiri, Muhammad Mahdi (2005). My Memoirs (Vol. 1). Najaf Al-Ashraf:
Dar Al-Mujtaba.

5. Al-Douri, Hamidi Hamid (2018). Japanese Haiku Poetry and Its Potential in Other
Languages. Tikrit: Dar Al-Ibdaa for Printing and Publishing.

6. Al-Rayyes, Saadoun (1965). Contemporary Iragi Writers and Their Production.
Baghdad: Ministry of Culture and Guidance.

7. Al-Zubaidi, Laith Abdul-Hassan (1981). The July 14, 1958 Revolution in Iraq
(Volume 2). Baghdad: Arab Awakening Library.

8. Suleiman, Amer et al. (1986). Nineveh Governorate: Past and Present. Mosul.

9. Al-Talib, Omar Muhammad (2007). Encyclopedia of Mosul Figures in the
Twentieth Century. Mosul: Mosul Studies Center.

10. Al-Allaf, Ibrahim Khalil (2009). Contemporary Cultural History of Iraq. Mosul:
Ibn Al-Atheer House.

11. Awaid, Ali et al. (2013). Baghdad's Cultural Memory (Volume 1). Baghdad:
Ministry of Culture.

12. Al-Matba'i, Hamid (1995-1998). Encyclopedia of Iragi Figures in the Twentieth
Century (Volumes 1-3). Baghdad: General Directorate of Cultural Affairs.

13. Al-Mallah, Hashim Yahya (1991-1994). Mosul Civilizational Encyclopedia
(Volumes 1-5). Mosul: Dar Al-Kutub for Printing and Publishing.

Third: Letters and Theses
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1. Al-Jayashi, Ahmed Abdul-Hussein Hussein Karou' (2017). Nugrat Al-Salman
Prison 1958-1968: A Historical Study. Al-Muthanna University/College of
Education for the Humanities: Unpublished Master's Thesis.

Fourth: Lectures

1. Al-Jawahiri, Abna (August 17, 2021). A lecture commemorating the greatest Arab
poet, Al-Jawahiri. DM: General Union of Writers and Authors.

Fifth: Printed and Electronic Periodicals

1. General Union of Writers and Authors, Nineveh Branch. (1997). Sawt Magazine
(published in one issue in 1997).

2. General Union of Writers and Authors, Nineveh Branch. (1998). Afak Magazine
(published in one issue in 1998).

3. The General Union of Writers and Authors, Nineveh Branch (1999). Fayd
Magazine (published in one issue in 1999).

4. Idris, Aida Matarji and others (January 1972). Abu Tammam Festival in Mosul.
Al-Adab Magazine (Issue 1).

5. The Republic of Irag, Ministry of Justice (May 1980). Law No. (70) of 1980 of
the General Union of Writers and Authors in Irag. Al-Waga'i' Al-lragiya
Newspaper (Issue 2771).

6. Sajid, E.K. (July 2020). Flash Fiction and Thoughts in the Works of Hassan Al-
Fayyad. Al-Saj Magazine (Volume 2).

7. Al-Sa'idi, Arif (April 22, 2018). Abu Tammam Festival Renews Itself with the
Presence of Arab Poets and a Greeting from Adonis. Asharq Al-Awsat
Newspaper (Issue 14390).

8. Semaan, Al-Farid (November 2005). The Iraqi Writers Union is in Danger. Al-
Hewar Al-Mutamadin Website (Issue 1382).

9. Saleh, Afrah Diab (2018). Baghdad's Old Cafes and Their Role in the Literary
Movement in Irag. Journal of Arab Scientific Heritage (Issue 39).

10. Talbi, Rashid (April 13, 2018). Iraqgi Free Poetry: Transformations in the Arab
Poetic Experience. Al-Quds Al-Arabi Newspaper (Issue 9235).

11. Al-Amidi, Fouad Tarig (December 2022). Ahed Muhammad Al-Amiri, "The
Cultural Conditions of Political Prisoners and Detainees 1958-1979." Journal of
Humanities/College of Education for the Humanities (Vol. 13, No. 4).

12. Ghazi, Wissam (November 2019). Iraqi Palaces: A Path of Development and
Renewal. Cultural Papers Magazine (Issue 4).

13. Mudhiki, Fahd. (January 23, 2021). Farewell to the Iraqi poet Alfred Semaan.
Al-Ayyam Newspaper (Issue 11613). Retrieved from
https://www.alayam.com/Article/courts-article
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14. Noon, Noon Creative-Cultural Magazine (April-May, 1995). (Issue 1, 2).

15. Noon, Noon Magazine. (1995). The Qatari Abu Tammam Poetry Festival:
Festival Booklet. Mosul: Noon Magazine.

16. Hanawi, Nadia. (October 10, 2017). The Prose Poem in Iraqg... The Herb of Good
News. Al-Mada Newspaper (Issue 4037).

Sixth: Interviews and Letters

1. Ismail, Abdul-Wahhab. (December 7, 2019). A personal interview conducted by
the researcher with the poet Abdul Wahab Ismail, a member of the administrative
body and director of popular culture at the time. (Researcher, Interviewer).

2. Ismail, Abdul Wahab. (October 20, 2021). (Researcher, Interviewer).

3. Al-Atragji, Dhunun. (October 10, 2021). A personal interview with the poet Dr.
Dhunun Al-Atragji. (Researcher, Interviewer).

4. Al-Atraqji, Dhunun. (August 2, 2021). A personal interview with the poet Dr.
Dhunun Al-Atragji. (Researcher, Interviewer).

5. Al-Amir, Abdul-Moneim. (November 12, 2021). A personal interview with the
poet Abdul-Moneim Al-Amir, Chairman of the Administrative Board of the
General Union of Writers and Authors in Irag. (Researcher, Interviewer).

6. Al-Amir, Abdul-Moneim. (April 4, 2019). A personal interview with the poet
Abdul-Moneim Al-Amir. (Researcher, Interviewer).

7. Al-Amir, Abdul-Moneim. (April 11, 2019). A personal interview with the poet
Abdul Moneim Al-Amir. (Researcher, Interviewer).

8. Al-Hajj, Ahmed. (October 20, 2021). A personal interview with the short story
writer and critic Ahmed Al-Hajj. (Researcher, Interviewer).

9. Al-Hajj, Ahmed. (July 22, 2021). A personal interview with the critic Ahmed Al-
Hajj. (Researcher, Interviewer).

10. Al-Hajj, Ahmed. (October 5, 2020). A personal interview with the short story
writer and critic Ahmed Al-Hajj, a member of the General Authority for Writers
and Authors in Nineveh. (Researcher, Interviewer).

11. Al-Bajjari, Ghanem. (October 15, 2022). A personal interview with the novelist
Ghanem Al-Bajjari. (Researcher, Interviewer).

12. Hamoudi, Basem Abdul Hamid. (April 15, 2023). Personal interview with the
researcher, Professor Basem Abdul Hamid Hamoudi. (Researcher, Interviewer).

13. Al-Saray, Omar. (October 5, 2019). Telephone call with the writer Omar Al-
Saray, a member of the Central Council of the General Union of Writers and
Authors in Irag. (Researcher, Interviewer).
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14. Al-Saray, Omar. (February 23, 2023). Personal interview with the researcher, the
writer Omar Al-Saray, Secretary-General of the General Union of Writers and
Authors in Irag. (Researcher, Interviewer).

15. Abdul Karim, Hisham. (December 8, 2019). Personal interview with the
researcher, the poet Dr. Hisham Abdul Karim. (Researcher, Interviewer).

16. Anaz, Omar. (February 8, 2020). Personal letter from the poet Omar Anaz to the
researcher.

17. Al-Ghadanfari, Muntaser. (March 21, 2023). A personal interview with
Professor Dr. Montaser Al-Ghadanfari. (Researcher, Interviewer).

18. Fadel, Raad. (October 19, 2019). A personal interview with the poet Raad Fadel.
(Researcher, Interviewer).

19. Al-Fawaz, Ali. (February 24, 2023). A personal interview with the writer Ali Al-
Fawaz, President of the Iragi Writers and Authors Union. (Researcher,
Interviewer).

20. Mohammed, Saad. (February 10, 2020). A personal letter from the poet Saad
Mohammed, President of the Poetry Club, to the researcher.

21. Al-Mallah, Hashim. (March 16, 2023). A personal interview with the researcher
with Professor Dr. Hashim Al-Mallah (Second Deputy Administrative Authority
in Nineveh). (Researcher, Interviewer).

22. Al-Mallah, Hashim. (March 24, 2023). A personal interview by the researcher
with Professor Dr. Hashim Al-Malah (Second Deputy Administrative Authority
in Nineveh). (Researcher, Interviewer).

23. Yassin, Ahmed Jarallah. (March 19, 2023). A personal interview by the
researcher with the poet Dr. Ahmed Jarallah. (Researcher, Interviewer).

24. Yassin, Najman. (October 5, 2023). A personal interview by the researcher with
Professor Dr. Najman Yassin. (Researcher, Interviewer).

Seventh: Websites
1. https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki. (undated).

2. Hamoudi, Basem Abdul Hamid. (May 6, 2019). The Iraqi Communist Party.
Retrieved from the Iragi Communist Party website: https://www.iragicp.com

3. Talib, Omar Muhammad. (September 25, 1995). A documentary interview with
Professor Dr. Omar Muhammad Talib. Dr. Omar Talib's blog. (Dhanoon Al-Taie,
Al-Muhawer) Retrieved from http://www.dr-omaraltaleb.com/

4. Munshid, Adnan. (November 4, 2018). The Iragi Communist Party. Retrieved
from the Iragi Communist Party website: https://www.iragicp.com

5. Maiman, Ziyad. (n.d.). Concluding activities of the Abu Tammam Poetry Festival
in Mosul. Retrieved from the Poetry News Agency: http://www.alapn.co/ar
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6. Al-Hashemi, Ali Abdul Salam. (n.d.). The Fourth Abu Tammam Poetry Festival.
Retrieved from the Al-Noor website: http://www.alnoor.se/article.asp
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