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Economic Conditions in the Gaza Strip

2006-2012

Dr. Muhammad Ahmed Khalaf
Al-Hamdaniya University/College of Education for the Humanities

Abstract:

As soon as the Palestinian elections took place in 2006, which
resulted in the victory of the Hamas movement and the formation of
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the Palestinian government, which was opposed by the Palestinian
National Authority, and the resulting Palestinian fighting and
division in 2007, with the Hamas movement alone announcing the
formation of its government in the Gaza Strip and the Palestinian
Authority announcing the formation of a government also in the
West Bank, here Israel found the full opportunity to implement its
strategy in dealing with it. With the Gaza Strip in general and the
Hamas government in particular by imposing an economic
blockade, closing the crossings with the Gaza Strip, and cutting off
all funds and aid that were given to the Gaza Strip before the
formation of the Hamas government, which had a wide impact on
all economic activities in the Gaza Strip and thus was reflected in
the reality of the daily lives of the residents of the Gaza Strip and
their suffering. The most prominent challenges that the Hamas
government faced was the issue of the salaries of its employees,
which were paid to them by the Palestinian National Authority, as
the latter contributed to cutting those salaries in order to put
pressure on the Hamas government. To change its position, this
came in line with the policy of (Israel) and the United States of
America, which entered the crisis line in the Gaza Strip by cutting
off all aid to Hamas and using economic pressure on it to push it to
change its position on Israel and the Palestinian agreements with it,
which the Hamas movement was opposed to.

Keywords: Israeli siege, border crossings, Palestinian economy,
Palestinian unemployment, Palestinian workers
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