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Abstract:

This research aims to analyze the impact of cultural
traditions on character development in contemporary Arab
theater, focusing on how the cultural identity of Arab
communities is reflected through these characters. The
study addresses the various dimensions of these
influences and relies on a descriptive analytical approach
that aligns with the research objectives. The theoretical
framework indicators were used as an analytical tool, with
a focus on the play "MatarSayf" as a model for studying the
impact of cultural traditions on characters. Through this
analysis, the research seeks to understand how cultural
traditions shape individual and collective identity within the
theatrical context.

The research findings indicate that cultural traditions
lead to the restriction of individual identity, as characters
are assigned roles that conform to social norms, creating
internal and external conflicts due to the tension between
old traditions and the desire for change. The characters
reflect feelings of frustration resulting from their inability to
achieve self-actualization under these constraints, leading
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to a sense of helplessness. They strive to recall memories
associated with traditions, reflecting their desire to maintain
familial and social bonds. Traditional social roles play a
significant role in shaping character behavior, limiting their
choices. Female characters often suffer from these
constraints, making them symbols of suffering. The
characters also exhibit intergenerational conflicts, where
the new generation seeks to break traditional constraints
while the older generation clings to traditions. These
dynamics reflect prevailing societal values, highlighting the
challenges characters face in their quest for self-fulfillment.

These results demonstrate how cultural traditions
shape characters in contemporary Arab theater, reflecting
the challenges and conflicts they encounter in their pursuit
of self-actualization and adaptation to changes.
Understanding these dynamics can contribute to enhancing
cultural and social understanding in Arab communities,
opening new avenues for research and study in this field.

Keywords: Dominance, Cultural Traditions,
Contemporary Arab Theater, Theatrical Characters,
Character Development.
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