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Monarchical Irag and Develdpment: Planning Strategy and
Paths of Change (1921-1958)

Dr. Hussin Nihad Eabd Alhamid Hussin
University of Mosul / College of Education for Human Sciences

Abstract:

Iraq is one of the countries that emerged following the end of World
War | in 1918. It was established on the ruins of three former Ottoman
provinces (Baghdad, Basra, and Mosul). The newly formed state inherited
an exhausted society suffering from food shortages, loss of economic
resources, and the deterioration of both agriculture and industry, in
addition to the presence of British occupation forces on its territory.
Furthermore, there was a lack of effective administrative, service,
economic, and educational institutions.

The efforts of the national Iragi government, formed in 1921,
focused on establishing the foundations of state administration through its
institutions. One of its first accomplishments was the establishment of the
parliamentary council. The government moved toward adopting
development policies, eliminating backwardness, and striving for
independence. It issued legislation and laws to regulate the country's
affairs across all developmental fields by following a policy of organized
planning.

However, unstable political conditions¢ the lack of a clear
developmental vision, limited financial expertise, and political
instability—along with the events surrounding the outbreak of World War
Il—led to a faltering in efforts to uplift the country and rescue it from
underdevelopment, which negatively impacted the living conditions of the
population.

After 1950, development programs gradually began to take shape,
particularly during the establishment of the Reconstruction Council,
which represented a successful model of economic planning, It was
considered a pioneering global experience that made Iraq the second
country after Mexico to adopt this type of economic partnership, This
resulted in tangible achievements in improving infrastructure, as well as
industrial, agricultural, educational, health, and cultural growth.

Keywords: Budget, Government, Reconstruction, Agriculture, Roads.
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