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The Geographical part of “Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf” as a Source
for Studying the Economic Conditions of Baghdad Province in the
Late Ottoman Period

Dr. Hadeel Faez Hassan
University of Samarra / College of Arts
Abstract:

The Gulf Guide by John Gordon Lorimer is one of the most important
historical and geographical sources documenting the conditions of the
Arabian Gulf region and the province of Baghdad during the Ottoman era
in the early 20th century. The guide is distinguished by its
comprehensiveness, covering various aspects such as borders, natural
landmarks, population, economy, trade, administration, and politics.
Although it was originally compiled to serve British colonial objectives, it
later became an indispensable resource for researchers interested in the
history of the region.

The guide reveals the geographical and economic nature of the
province of Baghdad, where Lorimer provided a detailed description of
agriculture and irrigation, highlighting the challenges it faced, such as the
lack of irrigation networks and Bedouin raids. He also extensively
discussed internal and external trade, transportation routes, and
communications, emphasizing the importance of the Tigris and Euphrates
rivers as primary means of transport. Additionally, he shed light on
handicrafts and local production, including textile manufacturing,
goldsmithing, and leather tanning, reflecting the economic activities of the
time.

Furthermore, Lorimer provided an accurate description of the financial
system, explaining the complexities of currencies, weights, and measures
used in the province, which reflected the interplay between Ottoman,
Iranian, and British monetary systems. He also reviewed commercial
activities and markets, highlighting trade relations between Baghdad, the
Gulf, India, and Europe, underscoring Baghdad’s role as a significant
commercial hub. Despite its great scholarly value, the guide is not without
flaws. Some of its information relied on unreliable local sources or rough
estimates, particularly regarding population figures and distances.
Additionally, parts of it reflect British colonial bias, necessitating a
critical approach when reading it, Nevertheless, the Gulf Guide remains a
primary reference in studies on the history of the Arabian Gulf and Iraq.
Its various translations have helped disseminate its content more widely,
despite some errors in the Arabic versions. The guide continues to be used
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today in analyzing the region’s economic, social, and geographical
developments, reflecting its enduring significance more than a century
after its compilation.

Keywords: Lorimer, Gulf Guide, Economic Conditions, Baghdad
Province
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